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The Preface. 
E RO (ervilely diſcinge- 


&S f9 nuous is our Nature, 

7'& © and altogether bru- 
tiſh in the purſuit of ſenſual 
enjoyments, that the propolal 
of rewaras does in no pro- 
portion lead us o forcibly to 
our latereſts and duties, as do 
the threats and menaces of 
puniſhment. [nſomuch that 
It may be ſaid with perfect 
truth chat God is far more 2ra- 
ci0145-in ſeverity then in mercy; 
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far more obliging and indul- 
gentincreatingof a Hel] then 
in furniſhing a Heavew 7 
Whilſt the flaming /tord and 
dreadful Chernuvim, (er ar the 
 Entrances of Paradiſe rhough 
they feem'd 'meant to binder 
the return'of our firlt Parents, 

prove really both theirs and 
o'1rs beſt C onvoy thither. We 
being ſuch, 'whom vengeance 
oily can reclaim terrors allure, 
and even damnation it (elf pres 
ſerve from ruin and damna- 
tion. 

; Accordingly , i it-is an 0b- 
Jer yation verify'd by full ex- 
ferience, that our fears of Hell 


2 Are ballane' d with our hopes 
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of Heaven, and our beliefs 
concerning each, anfiwer our 
Expeftations of either. The A- 
poſtle's aſſertion of Mens hea- 
ping to themſelves Teachers ac> 
cording to their luſts, being as 
true. of their choice 'of do» 
Frines:and however in other 
things we live not anſwera- 
bly co our Principles , in this 
Inſtance -we rarely deviate, 
and by the ſame degrees grow 
confident in doing ill ar preſent, 
2nd diſbelieving of our future 
ſufferings for it: ſo that it 
proves - a ( ontemplation of 
great variety to recolle& whar 
ſhifrs men put themſelves u- 
pon, to gain a truce and cor- - | 
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reſpondence with their vices; 
how they ſweat and labour ,as 
ro acquire the real puniſhments, 
lo to elude the anticipated 
dreads and frightful Expecta- 
rions attending thejr mildo- 
11g5. 

1. And firſt of all; how be- 
ing engagdin vitious prattice, 
they ſtrive to palliate ics de- 
farmity, with the beauteous 
appearances of neighbouring 
oertue, calling their angers 
juſtice , their luſts friendſhips, 
their xapines zeal, and fo of 
the reſt, But when this Um- 
brageproves toothin, andthe 
bypecrite has the ill face never 
long toimpole on others,and 

therefore 
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therefore: much leſſe upon 


himſelf. 


2. The next Attempt is 
made to leflen the regard of 
Yertnus and ſhame of Vice, by 


- ſuggeſting thar both are the 


production of opinion: Thar 
Natureknew no Ethicks , bur 
founding all chings inComwmus 
nity made no proprieties ex« 
cepting thoſe of enjoyment and 
poſſeſſion: whillt Lawand right 
are the meer iſſues of prece- 
ding //reng, the ulurping on 
that freedome which wasthe 
native birthrightof mankind; 


and honeſty is nothing'but a 


bondage unto common fame, 
the being a focl to eſcape the 


Az ſtile 
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ſtile of Knave. But when this 
gourd is wither d inthe day of 
it's appearance: ( diſhoneſt pra- 
fife, however faſhionable and 
recommended by. Example , 
being of ill mark and ſecking - 
Covert: never ſecure by any 


. Ferengths, nor ſhelter d by Cone 


celement: Nay more then this, 
the partial ſinner condemning 
{ill in oebers,, the very. guilts 
he -flatters\in himſelf, which 
makes it evident that naughty 
practiſe has an horrony in it 
which in deſfpight of intereſt 
or, prepoſſeſſion confeflesir des 
teſtable) | 
3A freſh expedient is ſought, 
n and 
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and men are taught to argue, 
that howſoever Wickedneſſe 
be ſhameful in its 'natare , it 
will not much imporrt if it at 
leaſt be innocent in its effefts, 


and followed- by impunity. 


Which hope is countenance 
byche indifferent and feemin 

caſual diſpenſation of ſucceſſes 
in the World, where one event 
happens tothe good'and bad, the 
clean and unclean}; bim that ſa- 
crifices , and him that ſacrifices 
not; whilſt providence is (o far 
from puniſhing offenders as to 
allovy- ro them the'moſt' fig- 
nal liberalities, and good me 
in che interim rarely {hare in 
anything but miſery. Yer nor- 
with- 
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withſtanding this, ſince con- 
{crous guilt by lad miſgiving 
controules its moſt afſur'd en- 
joyments; and rea/en addes 
her more concluding ſuffraze, 
rctorting: back the Argument, 
and from the impunity of 
wicked men at preſent de» 
monſtrates that inſtead of 
peace and ſafety a ſure arrear 
of judgment muſt be look'd 
for; it being moſt conſequent, 
that if there be a God, he mult 
be ju/t;and if he be fo, will pu. 
niſh in a future world the in- 
juſtices -which ſcape and 
thrive in the. 
4.Henc ic growes needful for 
the yicioas perſon to look out 
IE 7 
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farther for ſecurity;and beaten 
from the former ſhelters, his 
next addreſle is ro religion, and 
with the troops of other Cri- 
minals he ſeeks for refuge at 
the 4{tar, whichro all purpo= 
ſes beſides he ſcornes and des 
ſecrates. And here he boldly 
claimes thepriviledge of Saints 
fhip, of Faith, Predeſtination, 
and thouſand texts of Scripe 
tyre whichpromiſe mercy and 
forgivencfle unto ſinners. Bur 
when theſe flattering expec- 
tationsarefilenc'r by the voice 
of the ſame Scripture, which 
plainly ſaies tharzo Whoremons 
ver, Adulterer unclean perſon,or 
the like, ſhall have any inhert- 
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tance in the kingdome of Chriſt 
and of God:and onthe Contra- 
Ty, that tribulation and anzutſh 
7 on the Soule of every man that 
doth evil whatſoever his opi- 
nions be: and as to advanta* 
ges from outward profeſsion , 
they are but this, be that knows 
the YVill of God and dyes not 
prafti/e,has right unto thisone 
prerogative alone, to be beaten 
with more ſtrips thin others: 

5. Aﬀterthele frequently re- 
peared miſadventures,the /in- 
er encourages himlſelt to try 
a yet unthoughe of Artifice : 
and (ince thart in all addrefles 
Whicher to Nature or Relizt« 
01 he meets with ſad abodes 

of 
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of future puniſhments : he 


would fain pleaſe himſelfe 
with putting | 0 m_ him 
the evill day : fuggefting that 
theſe puniſhments born are 
and l;kewile will be future 
ſtill;acleaſt are ſoremote,as nor 
to merit our regards, or ſtand 
in competition with a preſent 
ſatisfaction. But when the 
hourly peſſibilities of deathand 
a {ucceeding ſtate of torment, 
revenging with ſevere infli- 
Rions the broken minutes of 
reprieve, intrude upon the 
mand, then this. fair: dream of 
Comfort likewiſe vaniſhes as 
faithlefle and as empty as the 
reſt. And now ic were to be 

expected, 
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expected,that the ſenſua/Man 
driven ſo often from his faſt- 
neſles and places of retrcat, 
ſhould yield and. be content ar 
laſt co part with raive. 

6. But the [aduſtry of vice 
is not ſo wanting to its ſelt : 
for though irc be madeevident 
that vertue is areal being, and 
the demure pretenſion to it 
will no way ſatisfy our inte- 
reſt or duty: allo that it appear 
religion has no Goſpel for the 
wilful inner: and no impunity 
can be expected to-tran{prelſ- 
{100,nor advantagein delay of 
ſuffering: One more,and in- 
deed the only unattempted re- 
fuge is laid hold of : to: try if 

=o that 
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| thattheſe puniſhments are real- 
ly fo formidable as is preten- 
ded; or ſuch indeed as a gene» 
rous and valiant finner may 
meet and grapple with. The 
which is put in practiſe by 
framing eaſy (harafters of the 
inflittions apportion'd to tranfa 
oreſſion , and likewiſe ſhort- 
ning the date of their duration; 
And indeed this method of 
procedure feems to be the lafk 
effort of relolure Impiety:when 
men determin'd not to leave 
their fin, rifle the regions of 
darkneſſe for their ſhclrer, and 
ſeek a refuge in perdirion: fuls 
filling the propherick ſtrain 
and high Hyperbole of ma- 
king 
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king a ( 9venant with Death and 
beins at an azreement With 
Hell. A methed which though 
not perfetly unknown unto 
precedent generations, Was 
rarely ventur'd on; but feems 
lefr like to the barbarous 
Weſtern /Yorld to beinvaded 
and poſleſt by this our Age. 
Even that, which having at- 
tempted Miſchiefs beyond all 
common practiſe, was in reas 
ſon to look out for /alvo's and 
excuſes no leſſe peculiar. And 
as if thefe would nor be au- 
thentick if only whiſper'd in 
diſcourſe , we haveliv dto ſee 
them made the Argument of 
Books and magilterialiy dil- 

puted 


mn - > WF 0 WW.aAL 


—_————— 
_ - 


. of Earth; the drudgery of 


> 


—T 


The Preface, 


puted as ſober truths and 
maximes of Divinity. For . 
belides the preparatory rie Socini- 
Do&trine of the Socinians , Fi. 7m 
(who teaching men to fteySouls, 
disbetieve chat ReſarreFion 
which God aflerts, leave it 
an eaſy task to' overthrow 
that which themſelves con- 
triv'd.) We have in our own 
language been ſolemnly in- 
ſtruQed'that the pains of Hell 


are nothing but the luxuries 


4 
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. . Mr Hobbs) © 
getting Children, and lis * | 


vying ore againthar age which 
ſenſual men would live for 
ever. We have binlikewile 
taught thoſe pains dyyell Mr Whiz] 
only 
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La 


the YViſhes and importu- 


tormented: as if the flames of 
the infernal Topbet had bin 
the painted Fires of Purgatory, 
and every criminal were his 


$ £00. 

" relies  Haftly, we have been 
| cocerning raught. that the ſeveri- 
| T6" ty of the day of judg- 
ment {hall paſs upon its {elf , 


dye, damnation be condemn'd , 
and perdition be deſtroy'd, 
Whilſt men have brought a- 
gain from the infernal pit thar 
monſtrous Hereſy , which 


only in the phancy, nay in | 


nate defires of them that are 


own Hell and pain and Devil | 
when death ſhall learn to | 


ſhould 
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ſhould have juſtify'd its do» 


' Arine, by having been ics ſelf 
 conſumid there, and loſt unto 


Eternity. 

Alaſs! who will from hence- 
forth be afcaid of fin,if it only 
puniſh by inflicting pleaſure, 
rorment by baiting us with 
keen deſire, or end in painleſs 
deperdition* We can dwell with 
conſuming fire, and peacefully 


cohabit With everlaſting bur- 


ning , if the flames be only 
thoſe of lat, or of deſire, or 
be they real ones, if they ut- 
terly conſume, and are ſo great 
asto be withal moſt friendly, 
and calcinc us1n a moment, . 

Which {eyerals beiag thus 


nas 
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nakedly/premes'd , there will 
not need a farther Preface to 
manifeſt, how very ſeaſonable 
the ſubjects of the enſuing 
diſcourſes are:normoreto ju- 
ſify the Editionof them, un- 
lefle it may be uſeful to des 
clare, that theſe confiderations 
vere {o weighty, as to per- | 
{wade thereco the Right Re- 
verend Father in God , the 
' Lord Þi/hop of London, (who 
was entruſted wich theſe Ve- . 
nerable Remains) though he 
otherwiſe is very - jealous 
without much. caution |to. | 
commir-{aod will not (tffer- | 
any otherperſonto bring) the | 
poſthumous labours (elpeci- | 
F ally 
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ally the occaſional private lets 


ters) of his friend to publick 
ſight: leaſt, though every. 
thing which fell from chat 

Excellent Pen, merits its rea- 
ders full reception, yet wan- 
ting the advantage of a 7e- 
View, it may not altogether 
metit and deſerve its Author, 


that is, be not fo exactly ab- 


ſolute, as whatſoever paſt his 
ſecond view was (ure to be. 
May the Charity of the one 


in writing, and the other in 


| publiſhing theſe diſcourſes be 


anſ{ver'd in the advantage of 
the Reader; who can only, by 
being convinc'd there is a+ 


| Hell, elcape the knowing what 


ic 
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"i is, and will happily con- 
fure theſe Papers by being a 
Proſelyte unto them. 
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Indzment Worthy of Gel. 
or, 
An aſſercion of the Exiſtence 
and Duration of 


Hell Torments. 
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71S ſoon as T had mae 
F/ jj my 1:ſt diſpatch to 
E / you , it plealed God 
v1 to faſten me to my 
ved for ſome dayes, 
by the retirne of 1 
fir, which hath been my frequent 
exerciſe; from whence being now 
after five dayes remov'd to my 
chaire, I have ſome liberty to re- 
TF:B. 50. view 
Va 
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view your queſtion ; and think 


it beſt with my pen in my hand 
ro offer to you ( in the ſame order ?? 
which you have us'd) my thoughts q 


of every period. LY 
And firſt for the termes of the 

"Queſtion, they want ſomewhat of ( 

Expreſneſs: For ſuppoſing, as you ;! 


doe, that the IVicked riſe, and are * 
Judged, and adding from hence that . Þ 
their ſentence (hill be that they ; " 
ſhall atterly be deſtroyed, yet it is' þ 
uncertain, whether that ſentence ſhall | 
be immediately exccuted,orafier ſome | ? 
ſpace;or if 1immecatately, whether by | 2 


a ſwift or lingering deſtruttion. For 
he that ſhould afirm the wicked | Þ 
to beat the laſt judgement com- 
mitted toa fire, which ſhould tor- 

ment for many hundred or thou- ' 
ſand years, and at laſt conſume and | 7 


_, . : | 
annthilate them, would aftirme | - 
the affirmative of this queſtion: and | q 


do he,thac advanc'd from 1000® ta | 
| mill: 


os” 
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ww millions of years and ages of ſuffe- 
{or 1ings,concluded (at any the longeſt 
nes. Jaſt) with abolition, And then the 

: arguings that are after uſ'd from 
"EE Gods Fuſtice &c: would beof little 
of force, ifno more but this were de- 
ſign'dto be gained by them. For 


on : 

it were {ure as much Juſtice to 
a ſh erernall iſh mill 
171. Puniſh erernally, as to puniſh mzilte 


©y. ns of years, and then annihilate, 

) | whenthe ſuppoſed ground of Inju- 
i; Mticers the lighrneſs, or ſhortneſs of 
the Ads ſo puniihed, which would 


;, inthe Eye of Law,and Equity, bear 
x as little,i,e, no proportion with mas 


<4 . By Millions of Ages, as with dura» 
; tion abſolutely infiaite, I ſhall 
therefore take it for granted by him 
that propoleth the queſtion, that 
iq, he means deſtruction immediately 
| following the doomlſ- day ſentence, 
14 | a6dthat no liagering but ſwift des 
| ſtruction. 


to | : af 
-j Nextthen p. 1. for 0rigens,opis 
; FI mon 
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ton, granting 1c right ſtared (as I' | 
hink it is) I demand for what rea-. \ 
[ſon that is mention'd ? Ts it not for. r 
this, becauſe 0rizens Dottrine was x 
deem'd an Hereſy in the Church, , 
and thar of ſome ill and dangerous c 
conſequence to be believed? "If fo, c 
thenir muſt be conſidered, wheitier « 
they that deem'd Origens Hereti-. x 
call, can appear to have been more, } 
favourable to chis, (which will not! f 
be found)or whether the iJl conie- | 
( 

q 

I 

c 

( 

l 

ſ 

J 

? 

x 


quences of this be not as dange- . 
rus, as of 0712en5,1.e. Whether the 
belief of no furu:e puniſhment to 
the wickedſt Hypocricezs in the 
world, ſave only of {witt annitiilatte 
on, will not be as forcible a meanes_ 
of ſecuring wicked men (that have 
no taſt of ſpiituall joyes) in che. 
admitting of any gamfull evill , as 
the belief char after along ſpace of} 
horrible corments proportionably 
£nGews 'd to their number of Sins, 
an, 2 


-. 
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ani! the aggravations thereof, they 
' ſhall one day, no body knowes 
ed*: when, when the Divells have been 
for: puniſh'd enough for their bigheſt 
vas rebellions and continued hating and 
<h, oppoſing of God, be delivered out 
»8S' of their A3mes, and made partakers 
[9,' of viſion of God , and ſociety of 
et Saints and Angels, which ehey e- 
U- ver hated,and never detire tn (ee,or 
Te, bein their company, and have ſut- 
Ot: fer'dall thoſe torments, rather then 
ic- they would entertain. or admit 
Ze-; Communion ( of deftre and pra- . 
he Aices) with them. Tis poſſible it 
to. may bs 1{»13,that the reaſon of the - 
he ciftcrence is beczuſe 0rigens opini- 
Ut. on was contrary to Scripture, and 
neS that this other is not. To this I 
Ve ſhall make no further reply, then 
he. in the words of Yincentins Lirin: 
Imo plane nemo unquam Magiſtro» 
rum fuit, qui pluribus divine legis J 
wieretur exemplis, His only fault " 
B 3 . then | 
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| | thenmbſt bee, that he urged divine 


Teſtimonies in uncatholick Inters- | 


a 


pretations: (And whether that have | 
not place here alſo; I leave it ro e- 


very one to confidzr) and fo ſaith 
Lirinenſis again, Dum parvipendit 


antiqnam religionis Chriſtiane ſim-. 


plicitatem, dum ſe plus cunttis ſapes 


re preſumit, dum Eccleſraſticas tra- 
aitiones & veterum Magiſteria con-. 


temmens quedam ſcripturarum capis 
iula novo more interpretatur, merult 
#t de ſe quoque Eccleſie Dei dicere- 


7ur,St ſurrexit in mcaio Tui Prophe- + 


34 

Thirdly then, ro come to your 
Teſtimonies from Scripture, of the 
N: T: eſpecially , for proof of the 
af firmative. And1.tor the uſe of 3«- 
JaTo5,Iioxev and oroSvigrar t It is AC- 


knowledg'd that theſe words pros | 
perly ſignify the ſame that in En-« | 


gliſh death or dying doth, But that 


this ſhould be limited to.utter de- }. 
581 ſtruction 
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| ftruftion and annihilation , is moiſt 


unreaſonable. For, in the uſing of 
this argument it is foreſeen and 
granted, that death is taken ſome- 
times for death in and unto Siz: Ons 
ly "tis ſuggeſted that thoſe are -y- 
fticall and metaphoricall Sences 
Hereupon I infer, that if the words 
be raken ſometimes my ſtically and 
metaphorically, and yet no aflu- 
rance that they are ſo, but becauie 
they are us'd in a matter whereto 
death, as it ſignifies a ſeparation of 
Soul and Body,is unappliable then 
may they by the ſame reaſon be ta- 
ken {o eltewhere, and not bound to 
that one which is thought to. be 
the ſole literal and proper fignifica- 
tion. It Dezth appear to ſignify in 
Scripture ſomewhat beſide utter de« 


; firufion, then how can the wickeds 


utter deſtruction be concluded from 
the mentions of their death &c 2? 


. Againſt this it avails not to ſay, 


B4 that 


© 
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that the one is the proper, but che! 
other only metaphor:call notion of. 
It: for it being granted that the (cti- 
Pture uſeth Metaphors 1n one ine; 
ſtance, why m3y it not in ano- 
ther #5 probably? This is ſuffi. 
cient to the force of th:t argument, 
Bur then ex abundants, I addce. that 
the Notion of Death for utter Ce- 
ſtrution i, e. Annihilation being 
only aſe{ul! ro the difputer, it will. 
be hard for him to procuce any one* 
place, either in O!d or New Tefſta- 
ment,(1 mighta:ce, or in any other 
Author) where 9z'«ns &c, fignifies 
Annihilation. It ſiguitics indeed 
the ſeparation of Sor! from Body 
very frequently ; but that is not 
founded on ſuppoſition that in that 
ſeparation either of the pirts, much 
leſle both, utterly periſh. Nay the | 
dodrine, for which the propoſer of | 
the queſtions diſputes, ſuppoſes him 
not to mean cearh 1n that mn 

| or 
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for then Eternal aeath,the wickeds 
portion, muſt be eternall ſeparati- 
on of Soul and Body, which is exclu- 


five of all reunion or reſurre&ion 
at the day of Judgment: which the- 
Diſputer averts as hereticall. Nay 
*tis to be obſerv'd that when our: 
S 8vViour Came neareſt the expreſſing: 
this matter of annihilation, he 


chooſeth two other Phraſes, ( not 


this of ceath,or any thing that way 


inclining) having never been born, 


and having a milſtone hanged about 


the Neck and being caſt into the 


midſt of the Sea, which by an im« 


perte reſemblance ſcemeth meant 
on purpoſe to ſignifie annihilation: 
And yet it 1s alſo obſervable to the- 
main queſtion, that either of theſe: 


ſtates (and (o annihilation) is bet» 


ter and more deſirable, then the 
Lot which in Gods decree awaites- 


a betrayer of Chriſt, a wicked man; 
tor that one fat. Thus far. by- 


B 5 way. 
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way of evacuating all force in that 


Argument; To this I thall adde ' 


ſomewhat Poſitive toward/the lay- 
ing foundation for the evincing the 
contrary, viz. That death in ſcri- 
pture-uſe., is (as "tis granted in the 
objeion) oppos'd to life, Life 
then ordinarily ſignifies that which 
reſults from the union of Soul and 
Body: butit alſo ſignifies the re- 
ſult of another union (Univ YVirtuts) 
betwixt God and the Soul, or be- 
twixt God and both. Ia the former 
of theſe it ſignifies ſpirituall life, 
both as that ſignifies living well, 
whereby the paſlages of ſpiritual 
vertue betwixtGod and us,are kept 
open and free; and as it ſignifies 
pardon of fin, the contrary whereto 
is expreſſed by ſeparating and hi- 
ding bis face, and turning himſelf 
_ from us. In the latter ( viz. be- 
twixt God and the Soul and Body, 
Lc. Perlon. of man) it ſignifies 
Gods 
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i ' Gods favour and proteQion , of 
A which under the ſtyle of Gods pre« 
MN ſence the P[almiſt ſaith, that i» it is 
A life. Andhen as all felicity is the 
4 certain effect or conſequent of this; 
, kind of union, ſo life oft ſignifies 
: felicity , even that of the higheſt 
; :; Magnitude, And all this not My- 
4 ſtically or Metaphorically , that I 
know of, (or if it did, that excepti- 
on is oft no force as bath already 


been ſhew*d) bur as litterally, and 
| with as full propriety as the uniom. 
of Soul and Body is call'd Life, 
God being (as the School ſaith our: 
© of S* CAneuſtin) intimior euicung. 
ret create, then the Soul is to the 
Body: and ſo the ſeveral parts of 

that union more neceflary to the: 
ſeveral ſorts of life ſignified there= 

by. Mean whileic is evident that 

? C4 life belongs not to being ſim- 

| ply; forall Ents have not life: or to- 
miſerable being; xox eſt wiwvere ſed 
SEL VIES Wh "Solos 
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wdlere vita; but to greater or lefler 
Cegrees of happy and joyfull being, * 
the utmoſt of which is ſo naturally | 
expreſſed by (i, that it wants not 
the addition of £:./4.0; (oft times) to 
do it: If thou wilt enter into life 
Mat, XIX, 17. and VII, 14, and 
XV1III,8. i.e. the happy being in | 
Heaven: Which is ſo properly that ' 
which is call'd life, chat chis we live | 
Here ſcarce deſerves the appellation: | 
in compariſon with it. Now in | 
Proportion to theſe acceptions of 
life muſt the Notion of 3:r27& &c. 
be calculated. Had Jife fgnified 
moſt properly [ being] imply ta- | 
ken, there might have been {ome | 
prerence,that the contrary 3a7& | 
ſthould denote the contrary to being | 
viz. Anxibilation : But when it (1- 
gnifies thoſe ſp many other things, 
and not ſimple entity, *tjis moſt rati. 
onal] that 3«v27&: ſhould both tech» 
gically , and properly fignify the 
| | OPP0; 
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oppoſites to thoſe ſeverals, wicked 
life, the diſpleaſure of God , a miſe» 
rable being here. ſeparation of Soul 


from Body, of both from God,and a- 


bove all endleſs tor ments in another 
World,Foh. vili,51,52.(and that 
Ss ſomewhat to be ſecn and taſted, 
which were not ſo well appliable 
to annihilation) and in many other 
places; I inſtance in one or two 
more,fiſt, Hc6.2, 14. becauſe there 
jt ſeems to mee to have a mark Ci- 
ftinguithing it both trom death, the 
{ſeparation of Soul and Body, and 
from annihilation. For of neither 
ot thoſe I ſuppoſe the Divel] can 
be (aid pm; £,,«:, tO have power, E* 
ſpectally not of the latter ; whichis 
awnork of tne ſame Ommpotency 
that creation is: Whereas of eter- 
nal rorments of the wicked 'tis 
certain that the inflicting of them 
is entruſted to. the Divell; and la 
he hath power over them. 
3, LE; Second- 


+ er 


14 Of Hell Torments. 


Secondly i,F0h.3.14. Where he 


that loveth not his Brother 1s ſaid 
peyerv & Sapdrw to abide 73 that which 
is there call'd death , which is 
ſome prejudice ro the opinion 
of redadtio in mhilum: for in that 
there is no abiding. So that ſup- 
poſe it clear that there hath been 
little gaind to the eſtabliſhing the 
affirmative of the queſtion, trom 
this firſt objection, the uſe of 
3«va/& &Cc. for the puniſhment of 

the Wicked, | 
Proceed wee then to the ſecond 
ſort of words &79a«e and 3yy& and 
« m{ow2 there rendred deſtruction or 
periſhing or perdition. For all 
theſe will be ruled by the for- 
mer 3:r27& &Cc. none of them ha- 
ving any propriety to the ſence of 
annihilation , but only oppos'd to 
owlem and cwngie 1n the notions 
wherein they are viſibly us'd for 
reſcues or deliverances ; _ 
| Y OIN:; 
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Sin, repentance A&#.2.40. Coinct- 
dent with ſpiritual life : ſometime 
for pardon of Sin, ſometime for 
temporal cures; and ſometime for 
that ſtate of endleſs reſt trom pain, 
Sin, Frailties, Infirmities, together 
' With addition of all poſitive bliſſe 
; intheviſion of God. Andin pro- 
portion &waez 1s ficly vs'd not one 
ly for the privations; but contra» 
ries to every one of thoſe, the e- 
vils extreamly oppoſite to theſe 
good things. And nothing hin- 
ders but that «77aiow be taken Mat. 
10. 28. not for annihilating bur 
rormenting in Hell, that being the 
known place for the infliting of 
torments, and to thatend the fire 
eternal prepar'd for the Divel and 
his Angels, and Men alſo adjudg'd 
to have their parts of it Mat. 25. 
4&1. and the office of the Divells. 
WES; A there, 
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there to be Lifors, & tormento rs, 
and jaylors, which ſuppoſe ſpace of | 
d<tention- and cruciating,but are ir- 
reconcileable with inſtant annihi- 
lation:ſeeMar.5.25,26. And againſt 
this {ence of e21i-v, nothing far- 
ther ſaid hath force. For, firſt,thus 
*{1s certain, God both can and will 
puniſh, i.e. cruciate thoſe that fear 
him not. Secondly, 'Tis denied 
that «ave moſt properly ſigni. 
fies the deſtruQion of the being ; 
of the ſubject, or annihilati- 
on, and whereas *cis sffirm'd ſo 
ro ſienifie Mat. 10. 39. it 1s certain 
it doth nor. For there as it 1s once 
oppos'dto the loofing this preſent 
Iite, (as our Saviour foretels the 
complying 7ewes, and Gnoſticks 
ſhould in event do by thole very 
means by which they intended to 
preſervethem) ſoitis a ſecond time 
apply'd to godly Martyrs who 
þ looſe their livesfor Chriſts —__ 
| of 
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of whom it will not be imagined 
; that they are annihilated, when 
r- | theyſodye. Thirdly, the Conceſ- 


l- * fon that when apply'd to a per- 
| ſcn, it ſignifies generally death in 
[- the proper ſence, 1s a maniteft pre- 
IS jucice to its ſignifying annhilati- 
IN! on; tor if the ceath of a perſon 
ID were the annihilating that per{on, 
d all reſu:retion were ſuperſeded. 
le And this is farther evidcnt by the 
3 | Afeveral proofs farther produced 3s 
b Mat. 26. 52. where they that take 
O the Sword againſt the lawfull Magt- 
n 


ſtrate, ſhall1.e. are worthy to pe- 
1:ſh by the Swerd of the Magiſtrate, 

v. hich yet I hope can annthilate 

no man, but exly kill the body, Mat. 
x. 28, And beyond that have no 

mere that they can ao: (Oo Mate 27. 
20, I hope Jeſus was only crucity- 
ed, not annihilated. And ſo in all 
other places, ſave only that of 1 
Cor.15.18. where upon a falſe aſ- 
ſumption. 
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j1mprion it would follow thar (not 
the wickea, which alone were per- 
tinent, but) good Chriſtians ſhould | 
utterly looſe all being, art leaſt of 
the body, or be never rais'd again, 
ſo that it is far from being by 
that Cumulus of Teſtimonies 
concluded that the deſtrution 
or periſhing of the wicked ſigni- 
files utter deſtruction. 

It theſe reftimonics may be bes 
Itev'd ( ſomeof which belong to 
Chriſt , ſome more to the godly, 
and no one to the annihilation of 
the wicked ) the direct contrary will 
be concluded, 

Fourthly, the places thit are 

' Prodnced to prove this to be the 
expectation of the Dewz/s, prove it 
not, Not Mar. x. 24. for there 70 
acftiroy them } 15 to retrench their 
great power over the men of the 
World, to deſtroy their Dominion, 
to caſt them out of the bodies 

Vs 
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v.25. yeaand out of the Temples 
and minds of men, which they poſ- 
ſeſt. The other of Luke 4.34. is to 
the fame purpoſe, and ſo concludes 
no more,then that concluded. And 
indeed it cannot be with any ſhew 
of reaſon imagined, that the d;vels 
{hould know 1o little of their own 
doom, as to thinke it poſſible they 
ſhould at Pe coming be anni- 
hilated. Nay it they.had, their pre- 
fent condition being ſo far from 
the leaſt degree of happineſle, they 
could have no reaſon to deprecate 
it, or beg Chriſt to let them alone, 
and diſclaim having any thing to do 
with him. Their annihilation ( if 
that had been the ſignification of 
deſtroying them ) the ſpeedier 1t 
were, it were certainly the more de- 
ſireable z eſpecially when it would 
alſo have (ecur'd them from the 
tear ofa yet worle condition, which 


we know was decreed them, andof 
which 
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which they cannot be doubted ro 
have receiv'd preſages, by beirg 
finally ſentenc'd to it. If this argu- 
ment be conſider'd,it will certainly 
warrant my affirmation , that 'twas 
not annihilation that the divels with 
ſuch horrour expected from Chriſt, 
but , as -appeares by comparing 
with Mat. 8.29. amandation to tor- 
ments, | 
Fiftthly , the uſes of the word 
So>iow for eternal deſtruction,exem- 
plifi'd by the Objetor by many 
rexts 70. 3.15, Oc. if proved 3s 
manifeſtly,as freely granted by me, 
are ſtill of no force to incuce the 
defired concluſion, becauſe it was 
faid 47a ſignifies not annihilatio, 
And vetit falls ont, thr ſevera!l of 
the teftimonies are impertinent to 
that to which they were deſign'd 
as 1 Cor. 1. 18, 2 Cor. 2, 15, where 
they that periſh are impenitent 
ſinners ( abſtracted from the doom 
'thar 
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that expedts them) as oppoſ'd to 
ow u40: iN the notion of penitents, 
and the next 2 Theſ, 2. 10. is of the 
{ame importance. 

Sixthly, the «ſes of the nounes 
« TW AGd & 2x:3-05 mult be concluded 


by what hath been already ſaid of 


the verbs and nounes together,and 
indeed infer as little toward the un- 
deriaken cocluſton. For to that two 
premiſles being requiſite, 1. That 
the puniſhment of the wicked is ex- 
preſt by a wan and 34s » 2, T bat 
thoſe words fiznifie annihilation, 
only the former of theſe is Preten- 
ded to be prov'dtrom the uſe of the 
words in the quoted places : the 
later, on which all the weight lyes, 
being not pretended or endeavou- 
red ro be prov'd , but rather taken 
for granted, which is the great fal- 
lacy of petitio prancipii, not to be 
tolerated in the pcefſing any Ar- 
gUment. 
A Seventh: 
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'Seventhly , For 92e# it avalles | 
nothing: for allowing ir to be all | 
one with %-« (a word which by 

the way I muſt now aide, having 
formerly omitted to infer it,fignt- | 
fies bodily ſmart inflicted by the | 
devill ,, x Cor. 5.5. all one with 
x0\arit or 2 Cor. 12. 7, buſſrtine, 
yer ſt]! it Ggnifies nor 6b 95S 
but ſometimes an effec of ſpiritual 
death, or {eparation of God from 
the ſoule: viz: abominable uncle ane 
neſſe, which in a Chrittian is the 
defiling of G ds Temple 1 Cor 3.1 
and rhit is granted vy the O. jeRor 
to be uſcleſſe to him ( and is not 
rendred more ſerviceable by pre- 
tending "tis Metaphoricall”, tor 
though to call 4 man iTemple may 
be deem'd a Mctaphor, yet to pol- 
lute, whether Temple or Man, is 
propriety of ſpeech, and tha! the 
only importance of 2d; 1n all 
Places of the N. Teſtament, 1, Cor. 
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15. 33-2 Cor. 7.7. and 11.3, Eph, 
4.22. 7ud. 10. Revel.19.2. and ſo 
Y very often 25-5 Rom. 8. 21, wid. 
4 CA nnotat: 2 Pet. 1, 4. and 2.12. 
©  twiceand 19. ) SOmeLumes the cor- 
ne | Tuption of the body in the grave, 
1 Cor. 15- 42. and 50. {omeriines 
for hurt to the m2n, Co/ 2.2. 3nd 
, ſometimes tor tlie vunihnmentsthat 


} awslit the wicked, Ga/, 6.8. and 0p» 

poſed toan happy everlaſt ng Rare 
” call'd Z7olw avi, 8 by that cppoſi. 
” tion not prejudiced hut r9yher con- 
ag cluded to be an everlaſtins miles 
the rable ſtate, For whereas thccontrary 
4 is ſuggeſted withour offer of proof, 
4 viz. thrt deſtruction being oppos'd 
G to eternall lite, doth therefore (een 


| to fignify that which is moſt oppo» 
M lite thereto viz. real and eternall 


I- deftruttion, this is indeed ſcarce (0 
IS much as a ſeeming or probability, 
Il very far irom a demonſtration. 
. For lure ereraall miſerable being 
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eternal torments, are much worſe | 


then no be1ng art all: the bare Bo- 
nitas Entis, which D* Twif, and 
ſome Predeſtinarians fly to, being, 
when joyn'd with inbaite miſeries, 


very far from being valuable to him ! 


that hath ir, If we believe Chr; 
having newer been born, 1s more 
deſireable then it. What is ſaid on 
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this word 342 to the interpreting | 


of 2 Pet. 2, 12. is in my opinion | 
not to be adher'd to: A'an5s and | 


e>p-, are, I think,to be actively tt 
ken,and ſo jperrnuvat ety 43 70v x govery 
will fignity thoſe that take, and cor- 
rupt others, the fiithy Gnoſticks; lee 


Annot-) ang ia that ſence, of which | 


only 


Cm 


of Bell Torments. 25 


| only the words are capable, the 
| 


; 


phraſe hath no ſhew of, uſcfulneſle 
to the Objecter, For then < 7i 0+- 
pt euray xwgrapdmproryru TEaduly file 
onifies in their corrupting or debau- 
ching others, they ſhall be deſtroyed 
i.e, puniſh'd ſeverely ( I ſuppoſe e- 
ternally though that word enforce 
it not.) 

Eighthly , For wmoriten Luk, 
19. 27. the full importance of ir 
is to denote a fignal execution of 
puniſhment on malefactors , 
brought forth and ſlain before the 
provoked King , but no more im- 


| plies annihilation then any of 
; theformer. Nor is it at all diſcern- 
; able by that place, whether the 


puniſhment executed were to be 
ſwift or lingering, it only ſignifies 


ſharpe, and not to be averted; and 


ſolemne, and exemplary, as for a 
great and provokndevme and 
1 1ndeed the paſſage wherein we find 


that 
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that. phraſe being a Parable, the! 
Notion of it muſt be accorded! 
thereunto; and ſo cannot be other! 
then ſachas a Prince executes on his] 
rebell ſubjeRs,neither annihilation! 
on one fide,nor eternal puniſhment; 
on the other ; & ſo that phraſe will! 
be argumentative on neither part. 
Ninthly, For wg, and the 0: 
ther words of the ſame nature with; 
that, XATAPRALOLEY and to der, the Ute; 
moſt that can be pretended of them! 
is, that thoſe things that are thus! 
barnt, conſum'd, and devonr'd , art; 
utterly changed from their forme! 

Nate, not that they are arnn5hilated, 

For what is utterlyburat is turn'dto! 

aſh:s,but then aſhes and nor nothing! 

are the terme of that corruption; 

So likewiſe that which is eatez and: 

maſticated never ſo ſmall and con: 

verred into Chyle, then blood, 

thin fieſh, the rsſt going out inte 
the draught,is ſtill but chus chang 
not 
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not annihilated. *Tis not indeed 
what it was, but thereby 1t only the 
more fitly repreſents thoſe infernal 
corments,and ſtate, which is as wide 
a moral mutation & deparrure from 
all good or defirable to any appe- 
tite, as can be imagin'd, And 
certainly this is all that can pretend 
to be deduc'd from common inter- 
pretation (which 1s referr'd to) of 
thoſe Phraſes, For if thewicked were 
granted to be deſtroy'd exactly af- 
ter the manner of Caffe 8&c. Yet as 
chafte is not annihilated, ſo would it 
not follow that the wicked are anni. 
hilated, But then withall it will be 
juit ro remember that Simzlitudes 
and Parables muſt not be bound ro 
ſuch accurate 2vmmtoes;, as that e- 
very circumſtance in the parable 
be accounted for ſtriatly in the ap- 
plication, but only the main linea- 
ments, wherein the deſtgn'd reſem- 
blance conſiſted , preſerv'd , viz. 
| G4 wml 


_ that as after the threſhing and wi- ' 
nowing the good corn, and laying! 
it up carefully in the granary , the! 
manner is to ſet fire to the chafte, 
which licks it all up, and never! 
ceaſeth *till it have conſum'd all. and: 
In that reſpect is call'd a-ferey @vp, 
(the wind conſpiring with the fire,a' 
in their open threſking flours on! 
the tops of mountains the Jewiſh 
husbandry dire&ed) ſo after the: 
trying and purging and at length 
rewarding the godly with eternall/ 
Heaven , 'tis to be expected that 
God fhall p:oceed to deal ſeverely 
with the wicked, and then thar ſe 

_verity be ſuch as they ſhall not poſ-: 
{ibly avert nor be able to undergo! 
without the utmoſt moral damage; 
tothem, As for the uſe of my: 
Heb. 13. 11. of ſacrifices burnt to} 
aſhes, A. 19. 19. ot bookes burnt) 
alſo, ani Rewel. 8.7. of trees , and 
green graſſe burne up, it is no mare 
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then hath been yeelded to the force 
of the former places. For Mill 
none of theſe were annihilated , 
they were burnt to aſhes, not to 
nothing. Nay when the very phraſe 


| «bis 7v;1 iS ſometimes joyn'd with 


the burning of the wicked, as of 
chaffe, it 1s not obvious to render 
any reaſon for the choice of this 
phraſe , but what will be founded 


' 1a the eternity of their torments 


and being ; for fire we know goes 


' ontit ſelf when the fewel is exhau- 


ſted : and (o the Unextinguiſha- 
blenſſe of the one mult be anſwe» 
red with the durableneſs of the 0- 
ther- 
Tenthly , For the ſame and like 
Phraſes in the Old Teſtament, gran- | 
ting (according to the mind of 
the Objecor) that they include 
the ſecond death after the gene- 
ral judgment: yer ſti]l this avails 
nothing to the deſir'd concluſi- 
C 3 Ong 
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on, unleſle it be farther prov : 
that thoſe Words and Phraſes do | 
ſignify abſolute utter deſtruction , | 
or annihilation, for upon that on- | 
ly the affirmative of the queſtion ' 
depends , and for that there is no; 
leaſt pretence of proof offter'd! 
here, 
Eleventhly, For the Phraſe: 
Soros var, 18 WIL never be uſe. 
full to the diſputer: for if the] 
firſt death be the Ad of ſeparati-| 
on of Soul and Body , and 4»; not | 
the torments of Hell, but the 
ſtate or continuance of that fepa- 
ration (as it will be found to f1gnt-! 
fy in all the places of the Bible, 
and in the moſt and beſt heathen 
Authors ) then the ſecond death: 
being the taking away them, muſt! 
by conſequence be founded in the}: 
reunion of the Soul and Body, that}. 
reunion being in propriety the 
diſſolving of ſeparation, A& and 
Stare both, - Granting], 
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Granting therefore that the ca- 
ſting of death and Hades (IT muſt 
ſet that word inſtead of Hell, which 
in uſe ſignifies another thing, even 
that whereunto it is there faid to 
be caſt) 2nto the lake of Fire, Revel. 
20.14. is the ſecond death: and the 
cohverting thoſe (A and State} 
into a State of ſenſitive and real 
miſery : what can follow thence 
to the diſputers advantage ? Thar 
according to the Rabbinical Notte 
02, it ſignifies final and utter dc- 
firution ? Why, let it do fog 
and the reſult is, that then death 
being finally and utterly deſtroy'd, 
a never cealing State of being 
(though that moſt miſerable) now 
takes place, and that is eternity 
of tormeuts , far removy'd from an- 


- nihilation: for though utter de- 
. ſtruction of po Entities may 


be deem'd to ſignify annihilation, 
yet when attributed only to prz- 
C 4 wative 
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vative Entities, death and Hades, 
It can in no reaſon ſignifie annihi- | 
hilation, but the contrary reſtau- | 
ration to being, i.e. to union of 
Soul and Body. Bur then ſecond- 
ly that the Rabbins or Chalde Pa | 
raphraſt, Deut. 33.6, 0r If. 22. 14. 
meant by ſecond death to denote 
abſolute negation of all being,muſt 
not be allowed - for Devyt. 33,6. 
the Hebrew reading let Renbes live | 
and not die, and the Chaldzx Pas. 
raphraſt uſing the Phraſe of the 
ſecond death, that can infer no 
more, then by that Phraſe they 
explain d what they deem'd alrea- 
dy meant by the Hebrew word du- 
ly rendred dying: and there is no 
reaſon or colour for ſaying that that ' 
ſignify'd annihilation ; dye he. 
might, yet not be annihilated. And | 
the like is apparent of the other 
place 1[.22, 14. ſo much therefore |. 
for that, 

2 To 
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To proceed then, will it be for 


the 0bjefors advantage that the 
ſecond death is expreſs'd by the 
lake of Fire and Brimſtone , and 
that evidently referring to the utter 
deſtruction of Sodom and Gomor- 
zah ? To this I reply firſt, chat 
*rw3S a tempeſtuous Rain of Fire 
and Brimſtone that conſumed So- 
dom, and nota Lake; and ſo the 
reference doth no farther hold 
then the Fire and Brimſtone, i. e. 
The terrible ſtinking , and furi- 
oufly burning Fire, and that gaines 
nothing to the derſputer z The 
Fire of Hell may be as ſearching, 
and noyſome , as is poſſible , with- 
out being finite, utterly conſuming, 
or arnihilating. Nay , ſecondly, 
when the ep of Soaome and Go- 
morrah,the inhabitants as well as the 
Walls , were burnt to aſhes by that 
Fire and Brimſtone, to which that 
lake bears ſome reſemblance, what 
— G5 robe 
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probability is there, that either * 
thoſe walls that were burnt to aſhes ' 
were annihilated, or els that all that ' 
people were then annihilated ſo as : 
to be uncapable of being rais'd, | 


and judged at the day of doom ? .' 


Or if they were, wherein did their | 
puniſhment appear to be greater 


then the portion of any other more | 


moderate wicked man, which in - 
the diſputers ſence ſhall be fo fi- | 


nally annihilatedz and ſure reap | 
no advantage by the ſtate that ex- | 


peRts him 1n the intervall ? Zaſtlh, 
will his advantage be, that as death 


by being caſt into the Jake is ſup- | 


pos'd to be utterly deſtroyed , (o | 


whoever elſe is caſt into the Jake, 
ſhall be utterly annihilated ? That 


I ſuppoſe the ſpecially deſign'd | 


advantage: but as it was ſaid, it 


will prove none, becauſe death 
being a privative thing , the de- 
Rroying of that neceſlarily infers 
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not only a poſitive ReſurreiZion , 
but conſequent to it an «»dying 
State , and that is contrary to the 
diſputers pretentions, And then 
though thoſe privations be de- 
ſtroy'd by being caſt into the lake, 
yet it no way followes,that men by 
being caſt in thicher , ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed alſo. The concluding 
thus were, aSif, putting off the 
prophetical expreſſion , one ſhould 
ſay in plain words, After the deaths 
of Adam and all his poſterity , and 
their continuing in the ftate of ſe- 
paration {ome thouſands of years, 
they ſhall be rais'd againe,and their 
Souls eternally wnzted to their bo- 
dyes, and of thoſe ſo rais'd , many 
ſhould be caſt into as eternal lames,, 
(the former of theſe is parallel to 
the caſting of Hel and Hades into 
the lake; the latter of the perſons 
into the ſame lake) Ergo as there 


_ hall be no more ſeparation of 


Souls 


— 
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Souls from Bodies, ſo there ſhall be | 


no more puniſhing of wicked men, 


whereas indeed the very contrary | 


followes: The deſtroying of death 
15 the commencing of this endleſs 
miſerable life , therefore proov'd 
to be endlefſe becauſe death is de- 


ſtroyed, and (o life comes univer-' 


fally; and ſo to continue eter. 
nally inſtead of it : for elſe death 
and Hades (or that which is more 
then death, annnihilation. ) ſhould 
returne to have their being again, 


Which it was decreed they ſhould | 
not, and therefore they are ſaid to | 
be caſt into the lake. *Tis true | 


indeed, if Hades ſignified the place 


of Hel or ſtate of torments, then | 
the caſting this into the lake , | 
would be the finiſhing thoſe | 


torments, wherherafter071gens ways 
or any other, it matters not z but 
this as hath been ſaid, is not the 
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of death, as 5:76: 15S the A7 of it. 


To what hath laſt been ſaid, thar 
which followes in the bottome of 
p. 3- will be found no competent 
anſwer, The firſt 4»ſwer is, that the 
de ſtruftion of deathand Hades is (po. 
ken properly in reterence to them 
whole Namesarein the Bookof life. 

But firſt, it this were true, then 
one of my fot mer conclufions muſt 
needs. be granted, that Hades fi- 
gnifies not Hell Torments (tor that 
being deſtroyed to thoſe that were 
under it, the Godly were never un- 
der theſe) but the ſtate of the 
| deadzn wniverſum, Yet ſecondly, 

' It is not true, tor v.12, 1 ſaw the 
| dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before 
God, and the Books were opencd, 
the Books of Regiſter of all mens 
deeds ( from which the book of 
life, following, is different} and 
the Dead were judzed- the Dead 
indefinitely , i.e, ſure all the = 

an 


| 
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and yet more deiRtically by enu- 
meration of all particulars con- 


cern'd init: The ſea gave up its | 


= 


| 


Dead, and Death and Hades deli | 


wered up the Dead which were in 
them , and they were judged every 
Man according to their Workes: 


Here *tis evident that Death and - 


Hades are properly (ſpoken in refe- 
rence to all that were to be judged 


according to works,and not only to | 
them whoſe names were written ' 


in the Book of Life. And ſo : 


that evacuates the firſt Anſwer, ! 


The ſecond Anſwer is, that they | 


that are ot written in that Book, 


ſhall never ſuffer ſuch a Death as 


brings to Hades, but (hall fall into a 
worſe, the ſecond Death.But to thisI 
reply , that this diſtinion hath 
no ground in the text, but con- 
trary wiſe both Death and Hades 
are equally there ſaid to be des 
ftroy'd to all that were under _ 
2 th 
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both whoſe names are, and are not 
written in the book of life. As 
therefore to the Godly, that Death 
that leads to Hades is deſtroy'd, 
ſo equally to the Wicked ; and 
then they are both rendred eter- 
nall; and then the Wickeds being 
caſt into this lake, is not, cannor 
be to be deſtroy'd there; but be- 
inga lake of fire, to be tormented 
there eternally, as is moiſt appa- 
rent Þ.10. where the Divell was caſt 
into this lake , and the beaſt and 
the falſe Prophet ſaid to be there 
already , yet were not annihilated 
by being caſt thither, bur as it fol- 
lows , ſhall be tormented aay and 
night for ever and ever. Thar 
they fall into a worſe death, I wil 
lingly grant, and think it uſefull 
to the cauſe I defend : for ſuppoſe 


| a Wicked Man , whoſe impiety 


coſts him dear here, ( one of the 
Devels ſaddeſt Martyrs) cruciated 
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with the Diſeaſes his Sins have | 


brought on him in an exquiſite 


manner many years , and at laſt el | 
ther ſeiz'd on by the hand of 7«- | 
ftice, and delivered to a wittily | 
tormenting. Death , or exerciſed | 


many years with the rack of Stone 
and Strangeury, or the like , and 


at laſt by theſe horrid miſeries 


his Soul rent from his Body , and 


he continue in Hades many Hun- | 
dred years, and certainly partake | 
of no good in that eſtate, ar the | 
utmoſt, but reſt from the labours | 
of his former life. Can it in this | 


caſe be ſaid that the ſecond Death 
is worſe then this, and yet this 
ſecond Death defin'd by a ſwift 
Annihilation ? Certainly it can- 
not. Nothing but long continue» 
ed if not endleſs Torments Can be 
ſaid worſe then thoſe.ſo long con- 
tinued Torments. But whereas it 
is added that the ſecond Death is 

——_—_ : 
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abſolute and eternall deſtrution , 
as the ſcripture elſewhere ſpeaks, 
I reply, that the ſcripture no where 
ſpeaks ſo never uſes ſecond death 
of any ſuch thing as annibilation,nor 
ever ſeems in any other words to 
ſay of any wicked man, that he ſhall 
be annihilated. As for yime, I 
grant it parallel to >;ur& vi mpic, but 
can ſee no Argument producible 
thence that either of them denotes 
annihilation , being both ſo much 
more proper to denote 7 orments, 
and thoſe erernall, For the val- 
ley of Hinnom, *tis known that 


. Children were not barnt tro Aſhes 


there, but pur into hollow brazen 
veſſels, and there fryed and ſcor- 
ched (a moſt lingering pain, )and 
therefore call'd Topher from the 
Timbrels that there us'd to ſound 
to drown the noiſe of their diſmal 
cryes» And for the lake the Text 
is expreſle,they thac be tormented 

(with- 
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(without intermiſhon) Day and 
Nizht(&without ceſſation) for ever 
andever. And though the val- 
ley of Hinnem being on Earth was 
not a ſtate of of Eternall but rcm- 
porary puniſhments; yet that is 
no prejudice: for being to takea | 
reſemblance from earth and hu» | 
mane puniſhments where nothing | 
was eternall, the moſt that could | 
be was to take the ſharpeſt and | 
moſt /ingering Torments thereby | 
to expreſle thoſe which, being | 
moſt ſharp, were eternall alſo. | 
Thus much for the Texts of Scri- 
pture and phraſes therein, which 
ſeem favourable to the affirmation, 
but duly weighed have not ſo 
prov'd. 

Now for the Conſideration taken 
from God's Attributes of Juſtice,and 
eſpecially of Mercy p. 4. There 
ſeem to me to be three weak parts 
in the arguing. Firſt that to thoſe 
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fins which are committed under 
temptations and #»firmities of 
ours , not generally releiv'd by a 
ſufficiency of auxiliary grace, God's 
eternal puniſhments are ſuppos'd 
to be aftix'd by them, that maintain 
{ach puniſhments of eternal tor- 
ments: Certainly they that thus 
doe, doe amiſs; and by ſo doing 
give great occaſion to thoſe that 
believe them to find other meaſures 
for juſtice in God, then thoſe which 


' hehath preſcrib'd to men: (where- 


25 in matters of this nature God is 
content to be judg'd by owr Tribs- 
nal and meaſures, Fudge I pray you 
betwixt me and my Vineyard, an 

Are not my wayes equal? ) But they 
that maintain God's requirines 


Mis. 6. to be proportion'd to his_ 


ſhewings, and the ſufficiency of the 
Divine grace, ready for all chat will 
make uſe of it, and therein found 
the juſtice of puniſhing thoſe wy 
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do deſpiſe or negle& thoſe meanes 
ſo liberally and abundantly provi- 
ded for them by God, have given 
no cauſe for that exception. Ir is 
by them (on the contrary) marked 
Out as an aRt of ſuperabundant mer- 
Cy, that God forſakes not upon the 
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firſt refuſals and not making uſe of | 


his grace; he is long-ſuffering, and 
moſt willing, and moſt ardently la- 
bours that all ſhould come to re- 
pentance , even ſuch as have long 
reliſted his Evangelical methods of 
rich grace. Secondly, that weight 
is laid upon the Temporalneſs of the 
fins committed in this world, inti- 
mating I ſuppoſe the «nproportio- 
nableneſs of Temporal to Eternal, 
and therein founding an objeRion 
againſt the Juſtice of thoſe puniſh- 
ments. This I ſuppoſe is believ'd 
to have force againſt thoſe that are 
wont to anſwer it by compenſating 
the want of weight in the temporas 
rineſs 
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rineſs of the fin and finner, partly 
by the eternity of God againſt whom 
the ſin is committed, partly by the 
preparedneſs and inclination of the 
man #0 ſin eternally,in caſe he ſhould 
live eternally, And TI ſhall confeſs 
that I have alwaies look'd on thoſe 
as ner edowary, ((uch as the Schools 
have many) not. able fully to ſari(- 
fy humane underſtanding, and have 
therefore been carefal in ſeveral 
writings to offer ſurer grounds of 
ſatisf:tion in this matter; by lay» 
ing the weight on the optzon, which 
is by God given us, of eternal bliſſe 
on one fide, as the reward of our 


Evangelical obedience, as on the 


other of eternal woe on our wiltul 
denying, and this finally and obſti- 
nately perſever'd in: which makes 
itmoſt juſt, that they thatreſolutely 
and inexorably make this choice of 
never ſo much ill to themſelves, 


ſhould bave none but themſelves 
to 


ith. 
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to blame for the unhappineſle of | 


their portion. Thirdly, that God 
in inflicting puniſhment 15compar'd 
with 4» 1n reſpe& of the compaſ- 
fion (uppoſeable in him to ſee any 
the worſt man thus afflited, Where. 
as I conceive God is to be look'd 
on here only as the Redor of the 


Univerſe, whoſe office it is to pro- | 


ceed in the work of Judicature 
without paſhon on either ſide. You 


may lee it inaJudge on Earth,which | 


if he be a well-natur'd man never 
willingly pronounces ſentence, 4s- 
let quottes cogitnr eſſe ferox: but yet 
mult utterly diſclaim his Office, if 
he do not ſecundum allegata & pro- 
bata pronounce that ſexzence,which 
the Law preſcribes againſt ſuch or 
{uch a tact,andrefiſt all cemptarions 
of his compaſſion in ſo doing. Such 
a {everity is that of Goa's,. which 


the office which belongs to him in | 


the World exadts of him ,- even 


when 
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when he ſwears that he is far from 
delighting in the death of him that 
dies, and moſt paſſionately exhorts 
fo repent and live, and imputes it to 
| abſolute wilfulzeſſe , for which no 
reaſonable account can be given by 
any man, that he will thus ſuffer. 


Should he never make ſach /awes 
to repreſle Sia by aſſur'd expea- 
| tionoferernal puniſhment, we might 
| eaſily judg what a World or rather 
IVilderneſſe of ſavage Creatures this 
Univerſe would be, by what it now 
is, even after all this ſeverity of 
menace and interdit, Twas theres 
fore moſt juſt and moſt neceſſary, 
that he ſhould thus have ordein'd 
and enaRted theſe ſad lawes; And 
therefore in great Juſtice and Wiſ- 
dome, and without any reſiſtance 
from his infinite goodnefle and 
mercy, He thus enacted. And 
* having done ſo , ſhould he as ofc 
as any one came to ſuffer accor- 
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ding to thoſe Lawes, retrad# or 
aiſpence withz ſer his Compaſhon 
to evacuate the proceſle, and fru- 
ſtrate all the wiſe defignes of this 
his Juſtice ? Certainly no man 
would ever expect this of an all- 
wiſe lawgiver, or (after he hath 
ſet his Seal to this grand Indenture, 


ſoſolemaly as by his Son's promul- | 


eating and ſigning it with his blood) 
1magine that his Compaſiion ſhould 
thus tempore non ſuo interpoſe, 
when there are ſo many more pro- 
per ſeaſons, wherein he hath effe- 
Qually demonſtrated himſelf to 
have as much of chat to every the 
wickedſt man thar periſheth, as any 
the tender ſt father , even David 
ever own'd to the moſt deſperate 
rebel Son CA6bſolon, that finally 


_refuſeth all recurning to mercy, | 


*rill at length he periſheth in the 
midſt of his Sin to the wounding 
his Fathers heart. Theſe are three 
competent 


j 
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competent exceptions to that part 
of the arguing taken from Gods at- 
tributes» And therefore to the 
additional conſiderations for the 
ſtrengthening thereof the reply: 
will be eaſy, that if they are the 
greateſt part of the World thart falls 
under this ſeverity: this -is but ne- 
cellarily conſequent to that grea- 
teſt part being ſuch as that ſen- 
tence moſt juſtly and indiſpenla- 
bly belongs co, and conſequently 
not ſuch whoſe guilts are truly 
ſuggeſted to be thus more ventral, 


and of an ordinary degree; bur 


only ſuch as proceed from malice 
and obſtenacy ,, groſle negligence 
or groundleſle preſumption. For 
tor all other ſins of z»firmity, igno- 


. norance, an even wilfull, timely 


retraffed by repentance, there is 
remedy prepar'd under the Goſpel. 


} Only whereas to the two heads of 


D infir mit) 
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infirmity and ignorance, as proofs 
of the more ordinary degree of 
guilt, the Objecter addes meel:- 


: gence, ſtrength of temptation, cor- 


ruption of nature,affettion,evil edu- 
cation and example; and then in 


groſfle farther. addes many other | 


circumſtances, both poſitive and 
privative, abating the hainouſneſle 


of the guilt. This will deſerve to | 
be better confider'd, both becauſe , 


the moſt of theſe (as the caſe truely 


ſtands ) yield no matter of juſt | 


excuſe to any, (for {o 'ris ſureof 
examples of men, when in evident 
oppoſition to the commands and 
intermination of God: ſo of affection 
or ſenſitive paſſion , when in con. 
tradiction'to reaſop and humane 
zature , the upper ſoule which 
ought to exerciſe irs dominion g- 
ven it by God over thoſe Sreiz m1 
©r5:u my, the beftial part of the my 
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and not be corrupted and led cap - 
tive and blindfold by ir: fo again 
evill education, when contrary to 
the light of naturall conſcience, cor= 
ruption of zatare, when repair d by 
graces temptations of the for 
world or Devill, when infinicely 
outweigh'd by contrary motives 
to obearence and good living) and 
becauſe ſome of them have muck 
of malignity in them, which may 
well enhance nor leſſen the guilt. 
Of this ſort I chiefly inſtance in 
negligence, {uch as it may be ſupine 
and wretchleſle, which in a creature 
and ſervant containes all degrees 
of enhancing any fin: 'tis wi/ful, 
for he mighc be more careful: 'tis 
obſtinate , tor he is oft warn'd of it 
by the noxious effeqs ( which he 
cannot but diſcerne) of it, and the 
Maſter's continual precepts to the 
Contrary: *Tis preſumptuous, ſtill 
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imagining he ſhall find mercy, when | 
God aflures him he ſhall zot in this | 
way , and upon that groundlefle | 


confidence ſtill preſuming to of- 
tend: *Tis moſt angrateful ſcor- 


ning and contemning to make | 
any uſe of the greateſt treaſures | 
of grace, all ready for him that | 
would uſe tolerable diligence: 'Tis | 
an at of horrible pride, in deſpi- ' 
fing God himſelf , his precepts, | 


threats,promiſes ; of infidelity both 
active and paſſive, not Gelieving 
God, not being faithful to his 
ſervice; And it ſelt being nothing 
in effet but height of 1leneſſe, 


and that doing or admitting much | . 


more ill, omiutine much more 
good ( meerly to gratify that one 
ſwiniſh vile pleaſure of ſloth) then 
any covetous voluptuous man 
doth for his greateſt creaſures, or 
caſttulleſt ſenſualities; it hach as it 


Were - 


«ac Co. F "—— — i _ 


A - wy -A Lt _ ww , wtecwm. 


[s 


awd) owe? CD CD ww wo ww ww TT wr UW 


| —— ———— 


_ Of Hell T orments. 09 


were all the aggravations of all 
other ſ1ns colle&ed into one fink 
or kennel. In this place the de- 
ſcription afſign'd the worſt of men, 
viz, men of fAlagitious and con- 
tamacious lives] may perhaps de- 
ſerve ſome animadverſion. For 
ifthis be the one meaſure, to which 
eternal puniſhments are thought 
commenſurable, 'ris poſſible there 
may be great and dangerous mi- 
ftake in it. 

For 1. There are many princ#- 
ples of godleis living all meeting 
in the effec, caſting off the yoke 
of God's obedience, and ſo equal- 
ly deſerving to fall under the ſe- 
verity of thoſe lawes by which the 
world was created and manag'd. 
©: and emwulz are the two com- 
prehenſtve names of them, bur 
there are ſeveral under each. Un- 
der the firſt pride and rage and 

= revenge 
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revenge &c, under the ſecond 
Voluptuouſncſſe of all ſorts, Cove- 
*ouſneſſe, delire of praiſe e&rc. And 
every Of theſe have a foundation 
in our corrupt nature, and temp- 
rations from without alſo: And 
as one ſoyle is more unhappily 
quality'd for the one; ſo another 
;S for another. And if all the re- 
ſtreints, commands , preventions, 
EXCitations, Invitations, engage- 
ments, mercies , puniſhments of 
God; all his Methods of armature 
and fortifying each man againſt 
th:ſe domeſtick enemies and trat- 
tours of his, may not .be permit- 


ted to have any force toward his . 


reſcue our of this {1avery to any 
of theſe ſins, there is lirtle reaſon 
of excuſe that will hold the plea- 
ding for any of theſe, The con- 
tumacy is in effect the fame in 
each; in him that askes God for- 
giveneſle 
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giveneſle for his intemperance e- 
very day , and every night wal- 
lowes in it; as to him that goes 


on ſullenly and demurely, and 


hath no regret to it, The ag- 
gravations are leveralz but the 


difference of the degrees of mail. 


gnity hardly diſcernible: Or if the 
diſadvantage be on the fide of the 
ſtour flagitious offender, this 1s 
no more then is neceſlary to be 
ſuppos'd to the defining ſeveral 
degrees of torments in Hell, that 
the mizhty ſinners might be mightily 
puniſhed; it doth not at all con- 
cern the juſtice of that ſentence, 
that decrees every unreform'd im- 
penitent to thoſe flames. For 
repentance, as it ſignifies ſome de- 
oree of f{incere renovation, being 
the minimum quod (ic, without 
which all ſhall periſh. even under 
the Goſpel, (that utmoſt diſpen- 
D 4 ſation 
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{ation of ſtrit Law that God will ll | 
permit any to hope for, that doth ' 
not give the lie co his meſſage in | 
rhe mouth of his Son) they "that 
come ſhort of this have no more 

' To plead from any other circum: 
ſtance imaginable, becauſe that 
God which gave ſpace for repen- 
tance, hath alſo provided ſuch 
counterballances either of aids or | 
Pardon to ſuch circumſtances, 2s 
ſh1ll utterly fruſtrate and prevent 
all plea that can from thence be 
crawn either againit his juſtice or | 
his mercy, 2. It muſt beremem- 
bred that there be other ſtates,to | 
which thoſe titles of flagitzows | 
and contumacious lives are not | 
con petible, which yer have no | 
leſſe of malignity in them by that | 
conſideration, ſuch are that of the 
intricate diſguis' d painted | hypo- | 
.crite, that hath God alwaies in his 

mouth, 


2 nr nn” 


woe. eas ws w- Oe — — EE 


{ 5 my 


of Aell T 07menis. 57 


' mouth , and his glory the deſign | 


of his fouleſt ations, and yet his 
damnation as juſt as any man's: that 
of the wicked Chriftian , carnal 
Goſpeller , that under the vow of 
baptiſme, i, e, Chriſts banner , e- 
quals the ſinnes of Few, Turk or 
Heathen Worſhipper : that of re= 
cidivation into forſaken fins, CA- 
poftacy , Temporary adherence to 
Chriſt, ( but in time of tempta- 
tion preſently they are offended , 
the Juvwi or cowardly Gnoſticks , 
that Chriſt in the Revelation 
ranks with ein; unbelievers) each 
of theſe upon other as juſt ac- 
counts , 2s thoſe under which 
the fAagitious and contumacious 
is acknowledged to fall, and 
periſh , may as reaſonably be re- 
ſolv'd ro have their portion: the 
richeſt zalexts being rather more 
thea leſs accountable for, then the 
D 5 meaneſt, 
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meaneſt; and the wtter darkneſs, 
where there is weeping and gnaſh- 


£ 
{ 


ing of teeth, peculiarly affign'd to 


the unprofitable ſervant, that being 


apt to abject {ſeverity and auſterity | 
againſt God, did not yet endeavour | 


by improving his Talent to ap- 
prove hunſelt unto him. «By the 
way, that parable forewarns us how 
poſſible it is for a man negligencly 
ro looſe all his opportunities of 
eraces and advantages toward hea- 
ven, and engulfe himſelf in endleſs 
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woe, whilſt his heart is ſecretly ob | 
 jecting againſt the reconcileable» | 
neſs of God's judgments with | 


thoſe Attributes which he thinks | 


fit to be vindicated in all his infli- 
Rions. In this Section (after the 
middle of the 4'®. p.) it is re{olv'd, 
that the opinion of eternal tor ments, 
properly ſo calld, is not to be ace 


cepted upon leis termes then of | 


plaine 
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plain dermenfiration from Scripture: 
But what that ſignifies, I cannot 
ouels; God's affirmation when 
once reveal'd, as there is no juſt 
cauſe to doubt the teſtimony to be 
divine, will bear dowa all difficul- 
ties, which any improbability of 
the matter will ſuggeſt to us. Rea- 
ſon it ſelf thus judgeth, that God is 
to be believed rather then any hu- 
mane reaſoning. It therefore Chriſt 
(who ſufficiently reſtify'd himſelf 
to come from God, and to have the 
fignature of his Authority onall his 


- affirmations ) did reach eternity of 


torments propetly {o call'd, and ex- 
preſs that doctrine in ſuch plain 
words, as all that heard him and his 
Commiſſioners preach, were firm- 
ly reſolv'd to fignifie the real ever= 
laſtingnels of thoſe torments, then 
I ſuppoſe here is as plain demon- 
ſratioo, as the weightinels of the 
matter 


60 of Hell Torments. 


matter or the 0bjeder's exceptions 
can exact, And that thus it is,it may 
not be amiſs briefly to thew in this 
Place, Beſides thoſe teſtimonies 
which are by the Objeter produc'd 
(and as they are enervated by him, 
have and fhall be vindicated and 
clear'd to have force in them, and 
{oare nor to be mention'd here) 1 
inſiſt on theſe +hree, 1. The p4- | 
rable of Dives and Lazarus, which 
being yielded to be bur a parable, 
hath yer from Chriſts uſing it 
theſe grounds of aſſuring our faith, 
that there is as certainly after this 
life a ftate of torments as of bliſs, 
and thoſe torments executed by 
ſcorching, but not devouring and 
conſuming, much leſs annihilating 
flames. Hethat is in them hath 
nothing to beg but a prefent co0- 
ling of his tongue, and that may not 
be had , becauſe Dives hath _ | 
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all his portion of good things in this 
life, and (ſo muſt have no more 
ſ\uch,though it be but the leaſt alay 
of his pains for one minute, which 
ſure excludes annihilation , which 
is the perfet ſuperſeding of them, 
Again, there #s 4 eulf fixed, which 
interſcinds all entercourſe between 
Heaven and Hell, whereby any 
aid or relief ſhould come to them. 
Theſe circumſtances put together 
muſt conclude, that the fire being 
not ſuch as of it ſelf conſum'd thoſe 
that were tormented in it, and 
Abraham, that was now a Com- 
prehenſor, knowing thar there was 
now no place left for the leaſt de- 
pree of teleaſe to the ſufferer, and 
no relief being to be hop'd for 
from Heaven, from whence only 
it was poſſible to come, the fire 
_ and ſo the continuance in the tor- 
./ ments muſt be eternal, 1 _ 
ut. 
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but one objeRion to this, viz: that | 
this was before the Day of 7ude- 
»1ent, and then, this non obſtante, | 


the fire after the day of Doom may 
annihilate. To this I an(wer, that 
the Parable is not bound to refer 


to the time wherein it was delive- | 


red, Other parables of the King 
and the Brideeroom referr'd to 
afrer times, and this here by the 
ſeeing Dives bodily in Hel], and 
the ſcorching of the congue and 
the mention of dipping the finger 
&c- mult refer to the ſtare of con- 
junRiion of ſouls and bodies in Heas 
ven and Hell, and that muſt be 
atrer the Reſwrred10n; and ſo that 
ſuperſedes that one objeRion, and 
I toreſee no other. 

Secondly, T mention Chriſts 
words of 7udas, that it were better 
for him never to have been born, 
and of him that ſhould offend a 
reader 
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tender diſciple, and avert him from 
Chriſt, that it were better a Mil- 
ſtone were hanged about his neck, and 
he caſt into the midſt of the Sea. 
Here 1 thall ſuppoſe annihilation 
as fully expreſs'd by theſe two 
phraſes, as by any it could be, and 
yet that ſomewhat worſe then that 
expects wicked men, which muſt 
needs be founded in eternal miſe- 
rable being:tor eternal Being, if not 
miſerable, is much better;and miſe- 
rable Being, itnot eternal, but im- 
mediately determin'd by a (ſwift de- 
ſtrucion,as Chriſt tuppoſeth,is not 
certainly and unqueſtionably worſe 
then never having hada Being. 
Thirdly, I reſumeagain (though 
I now perceive they are after men- 
tion'd) the expreſs words of Chriſt 
Revel. 20. 10s that the Beaſt and 
the falſe Prophets, 1. e. ſome wick- 
ed men &amnainsw ſhall be tormen- 
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red in a lake of fire and brimeſtone | 
day and night for ever and ever. | 
Nothing conld have been more | 
expreſſe: And to theſe I adde, | 


— 
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thae there is no oxe ſeeming adirſſent 
of contrary teſtimony producible 
from the whole Scripture, but n- 
numerable that bear full conſent 
with theſe, which conſequently 
have eſtabliſht the faith of this 4r- 
ticle, that it was by the Apoſtles 


of Chriſt enter'd into that depoſe- | 


rum which they left in every 
Church where they preach'd, as 
appears by the laſt words of the 
Apoſtles Creed, the life everls- 
ſting; which as it is expreſly con- 
trary to 4annthilation, which is ex- 
cifton and determination of life in 
reſpeR of duration or laſting, ſo 
being ſubjoyn'd to the reſwrred7ion 
of the body , mutt be indefinitely 


coextended to thar, and ſo belong 
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to all bodies that are rais'd. And 


thit it 35 thus. comprehenſive, ap- 
pears more manifeſtly by the 4tha- 
nafian Creed, which to the riſing and 
coming again of all men nith their 


bodies, and giving account for their © 


own works, which is parallel to the 
Reſurrection of the body, ſubs 
joyns as the Explication of Ever- 
laſt.og life this expreſs Dogma , 
And they that have done good ſhall 
go into life everlaſting, ph. that 
have done evil into everlaſting fire. 
And this was no doubt the concor- 
dant ſence of the Churches, that 
had this depoſifum of Chriſtian 
faitn, both from the Scriptures and 
the preaching of the CA poſtles, and 
their Succefors, committed to 
them, And ſo rhere remains no 
cauſe of doubt of the validity or 
plainneſs of demonſtration, as far 
435 any matter of doctrine 1 _ 
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ble of it from the teſtimony of ' 


— —— 


Chriſt and of God. What fol- | 


lowes of the #ncredibility of this 


Chriſt's aur ſermoxes had that ef- 
fect of his teaching them, zhey were 
offended at him; and the meaning 
of that is, They forſook the whole 
Religion. 

Having gone thus far in patti- 


cularReply to all that have been | 
propol'd in favour of the CA fir- 


; gr 
doctrine, making ſome men deſpe- | 
rately doubt of the truth of the | 
whole body of Religion, can have | 


no force againſt the truth of it. All 


| 


| 
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mative of the queſtion, I need not | 
accommodate any Anſwer to the | 


remaining (fifth) page of the firſt 
part. The three Poſtulata's , it 
all granted, (as they may in {ome 


limited ſence) will gain. him no. | 
thing. Not the firft, tor the let | 


ter of Scripture favours not him, 
a5 
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as hath been ſhew'd; death and - 
deſtruction no way ſignify or con» 
clude annihilation, Not the ſe- 
coxd, tor there is no one Text clear 
in phraſe and fignification yet proe 
cac'd for the affirmative, nor any 
that by any age or orthodox Fa- 
ther hath been ſo interpreted, Not 
the third, becauſe in our doctrine, 
{et upon its due. baſis, there is no- 
thing fo much as ofa ſeeming diſa» 
oreeableneſs to piety, or the nas 
ture or Attributes ot God, as hath 
been ſhew'd alſo. Then for the 
ſcandal of thoſe diſputes about 
Predeſtination &Cc. which is thought 
to be allay'd by the opinion of Amn- 
nihilation, Tanſwer,that they which 
deny all irreſpective decree of Re- 
probation or Praterition againſt 
Supralapſarians and Sublapſarians, 
that affirm #»niverſality of Redem- 


ion, and of the gift of ſufrciens 


grace 
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grace ( all which are maintain'd by ? x, 
Biſhop overall, to whom thedi- | » 
ſputer protefſeth to encline, and | « 
are known to hive been main- | 
tained by concordant votes of all | {| 
the Fathers of the Greek and Latin | þ 
Church before S* Anguitin , and | » 
fince him by a confiderable pait | þ 
of the Church through all A- | { 
ges, and the contrary never uni- | re 
verſally receiv'd as a Dofrine, and | R 
{o remaines to have been buta | 
diſputable queſtion at the moſt) | 1} 
cannot be imagin'd to be under | © 
any part of this ſcandall, or conſe- | « 
quently to receive benefit by the | » 
Allay that is ſpoken of. And it | tj 
the Do@rine of Reprobation QC. | a 
have need of this Antiavte, to | 
avert the il] and dangerous conſe- 
quences of ir , and to reconcile 
their difates with piety and reve- 
rence to God Almighty, then it is 
more 
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more then time that the favourers 
of that Dodrine ſhould rather 
change their poyſons tor wholſome 
ayer, then like the Monntebank on 
| the Stage preſume to ſwallow the 
poyſon in confidence of this only 
antidote, which I have not yer 
heard that he believes to have any 
force in it, In a word, let us all 
renounce the _—_ decree of 
1 Reprobation, as I profeſſerodo, 
and there is no more pretence for 
the denying of eternall rorments 
of the Reprobates upon that ac- 
count. As for the puniſhment of 
perſonal ſins, and their circumſtan- 
| tiall abatements , that hath been 
| accounted for already. 


The 
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The ſecond Part, 


N the Second Part the view 
| of the places producible for 


Ecernall Pains, begins with a 
prejudice, viz. that it Is no where 
plainly and diretly denyed that the 
| Reprobares ſhall be deſtroy'd. Bar 
that negative Argument as 1t is 
fimply invalid, fo it is moſt unſea- 
ſonably prefixt to the ſetting down 
of Teſtimonies for the perpetuity 
of their Torments: For if one 
ſuch Text be produc'd that ſhall 
really conclude their torments per- 
petual, {as certainly do the words 
of Chriſt Revel. 20. 10. of their 
being tormented Day and Night 
\ | ,foreverand ever) it is then moſt 
"RE certainly 
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Certainly conſequent that the Re- 
probate ſhall not be deftroy'd ime 
mediately after the day of Judg- 
ment: and what is that but the 
plain and direct denial of it. And to 
adde rhat it is nv where ſaid that 
they ſhall /;zve for ever but that 
#:corruption ſeems to be the privi- 
ledge of the Ele&#, is ſure but ano- 
ther branch of the ſame paralogiſ- 
we, for they that are tormented tor 
ever have ſence and life for ever, 
bur that being alite of milery eter, 
ni] hath no ſemblance of the 
priviledge of the Ele&t, whoſe 
Crown it is to live and reign, not 
to live and bz punifht for ever, 
And fo this yields not the leaſt 
mite of advantage to the former 
opinion. Now for the phraſes 
«3Jp dic VO! Mat.18.8. & 25.41.48, 
K9oxagts «1x10; Mat, 250 46, Ata'vic 
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Mar.9. 4344 & Tas 6 oulnnt wef 3 
nindro, x; 13 7Vp eg ofeular. Vo 45+» 40e 
AS. 5 CipO Ts ondru;tls arara, BoPetite 
17, Fud.13. 5 m1 T4 Canmoyi y- 
Al us ave, Revel. 14, 11. and the 
lake of fire and brimſtone, where the 
beaſt and the prophet ſhall be tormen- 
ted day and night for ever and ever, 
Revel. 20,10, All theſe are endea- 
vour'd to be evacuated firſt by a 
general Anſwer, then by partics- 
lars accommodated to each parti- 
cular phraſe. The general is, that 
the phraſe Lawn tis airs Bt ors 763 
aiults Ty alavav } do not 2lwaies {ft 
gnify an abſolute eternity, but ei- 
ther along time, or 2n irreparable 
eſtate of things, or during uato the 
ceſſation of the ſubjet. And 
without diſputing the truth of this 
anſwer, it will be ſufficient to my 
tur, if either ſome of theſe phra- 
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Inte eternity, for then I ſhall have 
no reaſon to except againſt the In- 
rerpretation of the univerſal 
Church of God for ſo many Cen- 
turies, which thus underſtand all, 
unqueſtionably moſt, of theſe pla- 
Ces; Or if they here denote an #rre- 
parable ſtate of thoſe things that 


are ſpoken of; for then the wick- 


ed being caſt into fire, are in that 
Mate irreparably, Math. 18.8,25.4': 
being in eternal puniſhment , Math, 
25.41. are irreparably there, and 


ſointhe reſt, which notion of e- 


ternal would never mind any man 
of the annihilation of thoſe that 
are enter'd on ſuch eterni] flames 
or puniſhments. As for the teſti- 
monies from Dext. 15, 17. P/[.37. 
29. and 14.6. they are all neceſla- 


rily interpreted by the matter of | 


them to refer to certain finite pe. 
riods, either of the man's life and, 
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capacity,either of ſerving, or enjoy- 
ing the earthly Canaan in the two 
former places, or tothe end of this 
World, as the laſt of them, bur no 
way prejudices the proper uſe of 
the words for abſolure eternity, 
when the matter ſo requires, as I 
ſuppoſe it doth, whenſoever ir 
ſpeaketh of 2 duration which is to 
commence at rhe end of this life or 
world of ours, as when: eternal life 
is mention'd, the d:ſputer will ac- 
knowledg; and yet with no more 


reaſon then I can render for inter- 


preting eternal puniſhment to this 
ſence. But becauſe -the- 0bjecter 
depends not on this his general 
Anſwer, let us deſcend to the par- 
ticulars: And firſt that of everla- 
ſting fire, Mat. 18.8. and 25.41.45; 


 3ud.7. Here ?ud 71 iis added over 


and above-thoſe places which were 
gven gow produced for this 'phraſe, 
E 2 . and 
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and on purpoſe, it ſeems, as a decoy | 


todraw all the reſt into the net. 
For herein is the anſwer founded, 
that the laſt of choſe 7nd. 7. is by 
moſt Divines not underſtood to 
ſpeak of the fire of Hell, but of that 
fire whereby their cities were de- 
. Rroy'd, which was only a deigma 
of hell fire, and fo «/srv ip ſhall 
not {ignify eternal burning, but ut- 
zer deſtruction, to which is added 
the conſideration of a queſtion , 
which may be made from Mat.8.29 
whicher the Devils themſelves, for 
whom eternal fire was prepar'd, 
be yer caſt into it, who are (aid 7ud, 
G- and 2. Pet.3,4. to be but priſe 
ers, and ſo not yet under the exe- 
cut ion of their doom. 

To all this TI anſwer, Firft,thar if 
the ſuggeſtion be true, that ſuchis 
the judgment of moſt Divines (wb 
I acknowledg to bave been ming 

own 
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own formerly, but have changed it 
fince)concerning that place 7ud, 7. 
and their auchority deem'd by him 
that urgeth it worth the heeding;, 
thenis the more united conſent of 
all Cathol:ck interpreters, none ex- 
cepted, for the notion of the ſame 
phraſe in all other places of far 
greater authority for the admitting 


the eternity of that fire which 1s 


aflerted in them: and if by thoſe 
other places the Article be eſta- 
blifh'd, I ſhall not need contend for 
(nor ſhould ever have produc'd) y*® 
one place of Tude, becauſe ſome 
Interpreters, and even mine owne 
former doubting of that one, can 
be no prejudice to their conſent 
with me for the many other, any 
one of which if it truly conclude 
the eternity ofhell fire, is as good 
as a thouſand, But then, Secondly, 


$-I do nor conſent this to have 


E 3 been 
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been the judgment of moſt NDi- 
vines, which is ſaid to be; ſo I now 


upon better conſideration of the | 


Context, ſee no reaſon that could 


Induce me or any to make that, ſo | 


as to reje the more literal jnter- 
preration. That Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and the Cities about them 
ſignify the 2nhabitants of thoſe 
Cities, is apparent there by their 
being afirm'd to have given them. 
ſelves over to fornication , which 


—_— 


ned an ate a I 


_ 


ſure not the walls but the inhab:.. | 
tants did: and then ſure thoſe that | 


ſuffer'd the vengeance of eternal fire, 
and therein are ſet forth for an ex- 
ample or eſſay, whar we Chriſtians 
following the like fins are to ex- 
peR, are not the Wals bur the 7r- 
habitants alſo. By the way, it is not 


IO III TOY CPE con Wes REPEL, AY 3) - 7 1949 


the preter tenſe or ſence, or in the | 


aoriſt, (as when of the Angels v, 6. 
it is ſaid hey keps not but left, and 
| of 


f 
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of theſe *umrrd 'mxmu þaving given 
themſelves over 10 foynication) butin 
the preſent 74:5 ſuffering, either 
as not at all looking back in this 
part of the period to their deſtru- 
ion on earth by fire and brime 
ſtone, or elſe as to a laſting judg- 
ment then began, but ſtill continu - 
iag upon them without any releaſe; 
they ſtill ſuffer that vengeance of fire 
which withall 1s 749 allo, never 
likely to have an end. Sono good 
firm ground is there in this Jnter- 
pretation, which I remember I had 
long fince out of Socinws , but is 
not, that I knov of, the reſolution of 
moſt Divines. As for the queſtion - 
whither the Dewls are yet catt into 
et: rnal Hell, there will be no need 
of diſcuſſing it here, becauſe if for 
God's wiſe and juſt ends they are 
not ſo confin'd thither, as after the 


, Judgment, when there is no farther 


q - 


E 4 place 
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place for thoſe ends, they ſhall be, 
yet ſtill the ſoules of the men of | 
Sodom may now ſuffer in that fire, | 
and the Devils that are ty'd to 
their dark priſo” (which appears 
not to be any other place but that 
Hell, where the ſpirits of wicked 
men are) beready at hand to tor- 
ment them, Having clear'd this | 
place, it followes, that as yet no | 
leaſt probability is produc'd how 
2.0) 33 in other places ſhould {1- 
gnity any thing elſe but eternal tor- 
»2ents of thern that are caſt into it, | 
and the Section that follows at the . | 
top of p. 8. hath nothing in it that 
exaCts return, for it the fire of hell -; 
be «vv then it burns everlaſting- 
ly, and if chey that are in it ſuffer 
the judgment of eternal fire, then 
they Muſt beeternal alſo, and that 
1s here affirm'd and Rewv.20. 10. As 
for the four conſiderations that next , 

_ follow 
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follow to evacuate the belief of 
'f | eternal rorments being fignify'd 
| by eternal Fire, 'tis certain they 


6 have no ſhew of force in them 
_ ſeyerally; and then joyntly they 


| will have as little. For 1. If the 
4 | word Fire ( in that phraſe aiwnev 
my) be a Metaphor , as indeed 
it is not deem'd to be the ſame with 


I our culinary fire, and it differs from 
it in that it enlighrens not , but 


leaves the place dark where *tis , 
yet ſtill it may be really fire to all 
other the punitive effets, and no- 
doubt it is fo in reſpect of burning 
and ſcorching and tormenting, or 
| elſe the Scripture would not {o 
oftaffirmitotit. 21y, If cheword 
(v.05 GO not primarily or perpe- 
| tually fignify everlaſting, yet 
1 "Tis not once found in the yew Teſt- 
ament to ſ1gnify otherwiſe: the 
place 7ade. 7. is the only place pre- 

| E 5 rended, 
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tended, and that hath bin compe- 
rently vindicated. 3. Though Fire 
be a deflraZive thing, yer it is not 
able to anihilate by any its na- 
tural force, and beſides it 1s a crw- 
crialing thing, and thus was it in 
the valley of Hinnom, from which 
the Fire of Hell rakes its denomi- 
nation, and thus rhe beaſt and the 
falſe prophet are ſaid to be tormented 
aay and night for ever and ever 
init, and then ſure 'tis neither Ex- 
preſſion nor Inſtrument of anni- 
hilating deftrution. 4. It eyer- 
laſting fire be oppos'd to life ate | 
18. 8, yet this ingages itnor, no | 
nor inclines it to ſignify «tter de- 
ftruftion- but the moſt «nhappy 
cruciating ftate which is more con- 
trary to happy life then abſolute | 
annihilation would be, as hath for- 
merly been ſhew'd;, And there- 
tore though everlaſtiog Fire _—_ 


—— 
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be granted to ſignify everlaſting 
deſtruction, ( as with any propriety 
it cannot, Fire being the Inſtru- 
ment of deſtruction, not deſtrue 
Rion it ſelf) yet in that caſeever- 
laſting deſtruction would reaſo« 
nably ſignity 69S vaebers drain eters. 
wall perdition doth 2. The, 1. 9. 
2nd of that we have already given 
account, that it ſignifies notorious 
judgments here concluding in the 
flames ot Hell, and that it no way 
ſignifies or infers annitulation, buc 
the contrary to the joyes of a 
bliſsful life, 4, e. the paines of 
Hell, 
For the rendring this phraſe 
more applicable to the defir'd 
notion, *tis thought fit ro com- 
pare it with another like phraſe 
Top eoferry CMAr 49.4314 445+ as that 
is rendred, that ſhall not nor never 
ſhall be quenched; of which 'tis ſug- 
6.7 | ET 
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geſtes, that it neceſſarily ſignifies t 
no more, then that that Fire ſhall y 
not go out, till the matter or t 
fewel of it be conſumed or de- t 

£ 
l 


"monte nes a 


ſtroyed, and thus 'ris uſed /ſay 66. 
24, and that this appears to be 


the importance of our Saviours t 
meaniyg, from other places at. c 
3.12. Luk. 3.17. where tis applied fi 
to the chaff and Tares which ad- | ij 
mit no everlaſting duration inthe t 
Fire, but are very capable of utter | 
deſtrution. To all this I anſwer, | f 
7, That there is no ſuch affinity | | 
between #-&t5r S& «wor , that one | & 
ſhould regulate the notion of the | f 


other; when they are applyed to y 
divers matters, one to the bur- t 
ning of chaff, tother to the pu- y 
niſhing of wicked men, Or it there ; 
be, it may as reffonably hold, ? 
that C07 ſhould be interpreted TN 
by «gue 3 and in order to _ $1 2 
the 4 * 


: 
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' the chaff and tares interpreted of 


wicked men, which are know'n 
to be figuratively expreſſed by 
them, as that 4-2 (hould be re- 
eulated by 4-59, and ſo wicked 
men thought in the ſame manner 
to be conſum'd by the bre, as the 
chaff and tares are, 2ly, That 
for 7% 4850 if it be granted rhae 


| it neceſſarily ſignifies no more 


then that the Fire ſhall not go 
out , till the fewel of it be de» 
ſtroyed, yet r. it as fairly fol- 
lowes, then it may (when the con- 
text requires ) very conveniently 
ſignify more; and that 21y There 
will be no ground of doubt, whi- 
ther when 'cis applyed to thoſe 
who are affirm'd ro be tormented 
in a Lake of Fire day and night. 
for ever and ever i. e, to wicked 
men it ſhall not ſignify this more, 
viz- eternal burning. 3+ for the 
place 
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place of Tſalah, I ſhall appeal to 
antient interpreters; not only 
whither it may, but whither it do 
not , fignify eternal fire , or that 
which is not extinguiſhed for e- 
ver. Procopins,l {uppoſe, hath on 
this prophefiz as great a reputa- 
tion 2mong learned men as any; 
I ſhall give you his ſence , that 
the Prophet in the concluſion 
of the Propheſy ſpeaks of the 
Saints of God 9baiv:rns om mis Vai 
£47V 14 v0mrAry, TH TY S138 CaolAGia o'p02::9us 


pry woyny, &c. Shall paſs into the 


moit eminent heavenly City, the 
manſion ſet apart for the kinedome 
t, God, where they ſhall be for ever 
erving God, placed under the great 
high prieft, and they ſhall all ſee 
the deſtruttion of the wicked, and 
think what good things they have 
loft by deſpiſing God, Is. 1. Whom 
they (hall behold Ugkeny $4V7TaOy comm, 


place? 


Po. . = mts. wes ® 8ftTo @ MH *%R+ WIS my 


6C- 


Fi & 4 
> \s 
” 


[} 
& 


placed far off fromthem pronmadtguay 
«Tv.d/rarey Thy &v To wararceiry THT id)wp of 
papn uu wy aver dnomy, & TH) TULTWY LY420P 
rpg Jury wv 2d mv Juyls, &; 12- 
nyptrTor enmwyim To piuozry, Wild, vp 
Se daofecov re proty vm? Te owTHnErs dlwniev, 
1g uh. ov Tis dia Comm, You ſee his 
ſence of the words, which undou - 
br=uly they will bear, as the de- 
ſcription ot the final reward of the 
piows believing Fewes and Hea- 
thens on one ſide, and of the im-- 
pious obdurate on the other, And 
if, as he tells us, ſome will have ic 
underſtood as a prediction of the 
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Jewes deſtruction by the Romans ,. 


which were 91477 < Ty oupui, 4 wovore xs 
Ji'uyy amwtiuminy m7 «7 yer ſtill this 
interpretation is founded in the 
ſuppoſition, that the worme that 
ayeth not , and the fire that « not 
quenched, ſignifyed an undying pu- 
aiſhment, and as ſuch 1s u'd to lig- 

| nity 
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nify in prophetick ſtile that which 
is next degree to abſolute eter- 
nal; purſuing the 7ewes where- 
foever they are to be met with, 
without any the leaſt mitigation 


or mercy, 4ly, For the ufe of the | 


ſame words Maith, 3. and Luk. 3. 


of the chaff and tares, 'tis ſufficient 
to (ay that, thoſe parabolical ex- | 
preſhons being undoubtedly ſer to 
denote the wicked, the word #50, 
which properly ſignifies that which | 
never is Or ſhall be quenched , being | 


applyed to the ares in the para- 
ble, but tothe wickedin the appli- 
cation of the parable, muſt be al- 
lotted ſuch a notion in either, as 
the matter reguires, and fo though 
ſpoken of Tares, it be nor taken 
in its full amplitude of fignifica- 
tion, but in that inferior degree 
which is competible co the bur- 
ning of Tares or chaff to aſhes, 


yet ». 
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yet being z2pplyed to the wicked, 
the thing fignifyed by thoſe tares, 
it may ſtill abide in irs full ampli- 
tude, and fignify the tormenting 
and not contuming , and [o the 
ce of that Fire. And 
indeed 1f it be argumentative in 
the diſputer, that chaff admits no 
everlaſting duration in the Fre , 
from which it may be deem'd con- 
clufible that 5, 2g» applyedto 
that, is not #nquenchable fire, then 
it will be as well worth obfers 
ving that wicked men are capable 
of everlaſting curation in Fire, and 
therefore 7496550 applyed to them 
(as it is Mar. 9. 43, 44, 45+ ſigni- 
hes everlaſting Fire. 

Next for £:w1:&- zoreor; that that 


[| may be reconciled with the o6- 


j1c&exs notion, He notes firſt, The 
oppoſition of it to everlaſting life, 
Matth, 25. 45. which may incline 

it 
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it to ſignify everlaſting death. 2. | 
That 4:5 doth not by abſolute. 
neceſſity ſignify everlafting. 3. That 
x/azors doth not neceſſarily ſignify 
tormenting puniſhment but may be 
underſtood of a privative puniſh- 
ment, andthen death being a puniſh- 
ment,ever laſting death may be tru. 
ly caldeverlaſting puniſhment. To 
theſe I anſwer, to the firſt, that the 
oppoſition to everlaſting availes no. | 
thing; everlaſting life being undou- 
btedly everlaſting bliſs, and then e- 
verlaſtingmiſery is moſt directly op- 
 Poſiteto that, To the Seconds, That 
«'{& ſpoken of that which begins 
after the day of judgment muſt de- 
note ſuch a duration as is proporti- 
onable to the &,., following that, as 
£:1G- ſpoken in relation to any 0- 
ther age, whither to the yearof Fab; | 
lee,orthe age of the Jewiſh ſtate, or 
the age of this wor/d ſimply or the 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian age, muſt be commen- 
ſurate to that age to which- it 
refers, and therefore uy niancn 
there, being conſequent to the 
judgment of the great day deſcii- 
bed in that Chapter, muſt in all 
reaſon be of the ſame duration as 
«nc; Con 1n the ſame place. To 
the third that eos penerally fig. 
nifies poſitive puniſhment, not 
mulf, as Cw and perhaps nous 
doth; however the reaſon cannot 
hold, that if 4eath be a puniſhment 
then eternal death may be trul 

cald everlaſting puniſhment, becauſe 
though death ſhould inferre annihi - 
lation wherein there is zothineg, 
_ ergo no puniſhment, yer Deathit 
ſelf is ſomething , and is joyned 
' with real paines as well as. priva- 
tions: bur of thoſe or any other 
reality the ſtate of annihilation 1s 
Not capable, and then to ſay ever- 
, laſtiog 
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laſting puniſhment, thongh that 
were ſuppoſed to fignity no more 
then everlaſting pz»a damni, yet 
mult tt be founded in ewerlaſting 
being, for no man can be puniſhed 
everlaſtingly by deprivation of 
bliſs thar hath not a being at all, 
to be thus capable of deveſting 
or deprivation: for von entis null 
eft affefFio. But to this it is repli- 
ea, that the text ſaith not the wick- 
ed thall be everlaſtingly puniſhed, 
but they ſhall 20 into a puniſhment, 
and that puniſhment ſhall be ever- 
laſing, and ſuch is everlaſting 
death, To this I anſwer ; that 
there is no gronand of this di 
ſtin&ion inthe Text , which ſaith 
together, they ſhall depart into e. 
verlaſling puniſhment which is cer. 
rainly the very form that would 
be uſed, if the oa«21 were defigned. 
to be never ſo poſitively puni: 
tive, | 
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tive, If it were into the furnace of 


fire, where there « weeping and gna- 


ſhing of teeth. Seconaly, "tis reply= 
cd, that a man may ſ«ffer or be pu- 
niſhed by that which he doth nor 


aQually feel, and many attempts 


are made for the proof of this. But 
it is ſufficient ina word to ſay, thar 
none of the proofs come home to 
the ſtate of «nnihilation whereof 
only our queſtion is. A mad man 
or fool may ſuffer though they Gi- 
ſcernit not; a dead man, who is not 
annihilated but lives in his better 
part, may ſuffer in his memory,chil- 


dren,friends here; much more while 


he lives may he without folly defire 
to avert ſuch ſufferings, but he that 
is not, is not capable of any of 
theſe: and if I were ſure, that to mgr- 
row I ſhould be nothing, no real 
conſideration of my ſelf (bur cither 


- , Preſent care of o5hers good, or per- 


haps 
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_ haps irrational phanſy) would in- 
cite me to make any proviſion for 
after that morrow. So again pr#- 
vation of poſſible felicity is to any 
one that hath being a real puniſh- 
ment, becauſe he is a looſer, though 
not ſenſible of what he hath loſt; 
but to him that is »ot , *tis an abſo- 
lute »ullity, and werea man ſureto 
be annihilate, the fear of this were 
unreaſonable, for that time when 
he thould be nothing, and the only 
thing that renders it reaſonable mow 
is becauſe he hath a being , and 
hopes ro continue it, or (whatſoe- 
ver he is {ſeduced to belzeve to the 
contrary) yet ſtill he deſeres it, and 
as long as he hath lite, may well de- 
fire, and cannot choole but wiſh all 
the accompliſhments and even ima- 
ges of it: and at once fear the loſs 
of life, and all felicities which either 


' door may accompany lite.. But ſilt 
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this man's being ſubje&? to this 
fear, becauſe capable of the cauſes 
of it, 15 no proof of his being puni- 
ſhed, who is ſuppoſed xot to be: he 
that hath a being, and defires the 
continuance of it, ſuffers when he 
looſeth it; bur he that hath no be- 
ing, is not to be eſteemed by theſe 
meaſures, any more then he thar 
hath never yet been, is this day pu- 
niſhed by not being created,or cone 
ceived till to morrow. Nor to 
this is it any way conſequent, as is 


 objeRed, that the deſire of everla- 


ſting lite ſhould not be a reaſonable 
defire, For though it be reaſona- 
ble to fear the privation of a rea- 
ſonable deſire, yet this fear is only 
incident to him that hath a being, 
and he that hath no being cannot 
have defire, how reaſonable ſoever 
it is tor him, that hath a being, to 


have it, | 
The 
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The Sadduces had a being when 
they defir'd praiſe , and though 
they believed no immortality of 
ſeals, yet they believed durability 


of memory, and memory wasa kind 


of image of life; and they that de- 
{paired of the body might take ſome 
content in the {hadow ; but even 
that a meer ſhadow and phanly roo, 
which alſo would be at an end, 
whenſoever their being were ſup- 
poſed to be ſo. So again the ſame 
Sadducee whilſt he 1zved might fear 
death, becauſe he enjoyed ſome- 
what which he was unwilling to 
looſe, and becauſe death ir felt 
though ic were thought to enter 
him on a ſtate of mothingneſs, yet 
was it ſelf ſomething, both reſpets 
ſenſus & damni. And beſide the 
Sadducee could hardly be Saddwee 
enough in the poiat, ſo as not t0 
have ſome fear of the contrary 


how: 
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however he till had a being, and 
was to be unwilling to looſe it. 
But that having #e 6e;zg ſhould be 
real puniſhment to him that is zor, 
is above my comprehenfion. As 
to what is ſaid inthe objeter's per- 
ſon p. 10. at the beginning, that if 
he believed annihilation, he would 
yet as much fear the puniſhment, as 
he defires everlaſting [ife, I ſhall 
grant it on this preſumption; that 
he now believes he ſhall exjoy ever- 
laſting life: but then he thac thus 
defires and fears , is ſuppoſed to 
exiſt, and to him *tis granted thar 
deprivations are penal; and again, 
though he would tear that, yet ſure 
he would never fear waz o/:10r in 
the notion of eternal ſenſible puniſh- 
ments and ſcorchings of fire. I 
know not whether all chat I have 
ſaid of the nature of che privative 
puniſhments be maturely ſaid os 
no, 
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no, as non entis non eſt affeftio, fo 
I have alwaies found it hard to ſa- 


tisfy my ſelf concerning any thing. 


of that which « ze. Only I reſt 
my ſe in this, that my miſtake, if 
it be ſuch, is ſure of ſo nice a ma- 
king, thar I cannot my ſelf diſcern 


it, and therefore it is not to be | 


imagined that the truth of Chri/t's 
ſpeech ſhould hang on ſo weak a 
ſtring as it muſt, if by x6:.4({'1s on 
Chriſt meant no more then eternal 
deprivation of being. For if that 
which & not, cannot be eternally 
Puniſhed, how can the wicked be ſaid 


To departtoeternal puniſhment when 


they are annihilated ? | 
For _—_— judement I ack- 
nowledg it fignifies no more then 
the former imported; and ſo is to 
be concluded by the diſcourſe on 
that. 'Tis the adjudging to a ſtate 


wich ſhall laſt to all eerpity, or 4 
| ſen! 


es 
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ſentence, wherein the eternity of 
him that is judged, is concern'd. 
Next for their worme never dy- 
ing, I have #hree things to add, 
Firſt,that the worm in dead bodies 
devoureth very ſlowly and leaſurely, 
and ſos as fic as any thing could 
have been to expreſs /ivgring tor- 
ments. Secondly , that the worm 
devoureth nat the whole body, the 
bones and firmer pars are not liable 
to her malice; and ſo *ris moſt unfic 
toexprels utter annihilation of the 
whole. Thirdly, that the worm be- 
ing peculiar to dead and putrified 
bodies, is a moſt lively repreſenta» 
tion of gnawings and miſeries after 
death, and then when inſtead of 
mortal worms, which are the only 
inſtruments of gnawing on dead 
bodies, there is ſomewhat elſz 
threatned by Chriff, which is far to 
be expreſſed by the Ryle of an im- 
| F 2 mortal 


bat. 4 
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mortal worm, nothing could have 
been more adxquate for the ex- 
Preſſing the eternity of torments 
in hell, thoſe eſpecially ofa gnaw. 
ing tormenting conſcience, which, 
ifit be but the conjecture of Dz- 
Vines, iS, as appears, a very pro- 
bable conjecture, Of the mea- 
ning. of the place in the Prophet 
7/[.66.2 4. I have fotmerly ſpoken, 
and acknowledg'd it the fountain 
from which our Saviour Mar. 9, 


derived it, but have ſhewed how 


little is gain'd from thence toward 


 Prooving it a preſent, becauſe a vi- 


fible, deſiruction. Abraham is 
ſuppoſed to behold Dives in hell, 
but that proves not- that Dives his 
puniſhmens were preſent of this 
world. Procepies hath ſhewed, 


how the pious in heaven might be- | 


hold the puniſhments of the wick- 
ed in another world, and in what 


ſence | * 
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ſence to be ſaid to.cgme forth to wor- 
ſhip before the Lord, and go forth, 
_ w &c. And indeed if it be 
unqueſtionable, that in Chrif's 
ſpeech the future miſeries of the 
wicked are thus expreſs'd (as the 
diſputer himſelf yields) there can 
be no- difficulty to underſtand: the 
words ſq in 1/ai4b alſo.If therefore 
the place in 7/azah, ſo referred to 
the future t9rments of the wicked 
after the day of judgment, if the 
expreſſion of future puniſhment 
by fire and worms, proportionable 
to the ſeveral cuſto:ns of dif poling 
dead bodies by interring and bur- 
ning, was frequent among the 
fews (as the diſpnter grants to the 
force of the other Texts which 
Grotius quotes) if the addition of 
the never quench't fire take away 
all ambiguities imaginable in the 


| worm, and incline it more ſtrongly 
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to thoſe puniſbments which are | 


elſewhere expreſs'd by eternal fire: 
and if they, ro whom Chriſt ſpake, 
the 7ews which generally agreed 
to the Phariſees opinion of the eter- 
»ity of another lite, ſo underſtood 
the phraſe, and Chriſt ſpeaking 
agreeable to their opinion and in- 
terpretations of 1ſatah , gave no 
leaſt cauſe of conjecture or imagi- 
nation, that he meant the words in 
any other ſence,then it was ſure they 
would underſtand himy what cauſe 
of doubting can remain in this mat- 
ter? None certainly from the 
ſubſequent words , wv. 49. for ad- 


| hering to that interpretation of 
7/1 ea, for conſumption of | 


the ſacrifice, as in the Holocauſts, 
to which the wicked are fitly com- 
pared, there follows no more,then 
that the whole of the wicked, bodies 
and ſouls thall like the Holocauft 


be 
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be caſt into the Fire, and burnt, 
or deſtroyed there ; but in whac 
ſence of deſtruction, whither in 
that of annihilation, (which is not 
competible to the holocauſts , and 
wherein 'tis never found to be ta- 
ken in the Sacred diale& whenthe 
Heavens are (aid to vaniſh or melt, 
as Salt 1. 51. 6.'this is not for the 
Heavens to be anaihilated, and the 
FIND uſed for veſtiments detrits 
ſeu evanida, Jer. 38.11. were not 
aunibilated) or in the other, having 
loſt all the advantageous parts and 
effetts of life, and being engaged 
in a moſt ſad eſtate far worſe then 
not being, 1s not ({o much as intim1. 
red in the phraſe, any farther then 
by the conjunction thereof with 
the Eternal never dying Worme and 
Fire, it is reaſonably to be interpre- 


redzand that is quite contrary to the 
- diſputers intereſts. 
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Next then for s Gop& TY 0XoTus fs l- | 

; Gr fude 13, 2 Pet. 2.17. there is 
no Ppretence that. it ſhould in theſe | 
places be meant for death any more 
thenzig6- is 2 Pet.2.4. It ſignifies 
the ſad wncomfortableneſſe of that 
ſtare, which, being in reſpect. of 
the. torments expres'd by Fire in 
other places, hath. not yet the-one 
comfort of ordinary Fire belong- 
ing to it, viz. lizhiſomneſſe, but | 

contrariwviſe 7729 77 ox: 4 AS dura»: 
ble-as the flames. The Texts pro- | 
duced ob, 10. 21, 22. 1 Sam. 2. 9. 
Eccl.11.8. P[.88,7,11,12. fob 17. | 
| 23, Eccl, 6, 14. are Pertinent to | 
Prove what they deſigned , thar 
darkneſſe denotes the State after 
this life: but that no way prejudi- 
ces the uſe of it for a poſetzve tate 
and not that of annihilation: for 
for that 'tis not uſed in any of 
thoſe places. Yet that it ſhall nob |] 
here > TY 
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here be taken in chat ſence which 
in thoſe places belongs to it there 
are theſe reaſons, 1. Becauſe the 
New Teffament moſt explicitely 
affirming a reſurreion from that 
Old Teftaments darkneſſe; doth yet 
threaten this Cop& 77 ox0]u, &s cio, 
which therefore muſt commence 
after the reſurreion , and ſo can- 
not be that death from whence 
men riſe in the reſurreiFion , of 
which thoſe 0/4 Teftament places 
were underſtood. 21y, Becauſe in 
the ſame Chapter 2 Pet. 2-4: 't1s 
ſaid of Angels e315 Cipu] m,75:w75, 


' where 7;96- being applied to A+ 


gels, it cannot fignifie that death, 
as if 'twere applied toliving men, 
it might, 2. Being joyn'd with 
chaines, it thereby ſeems to (igni- 
he ſome poſitive ſtate, bur eſpeci- 
ally 3. Being joyn'd with mgms..- 


; K muſt denote that ſtate, which 


F5 all 


106 


"of H ell Torments. 


all ſorts of men; Heathens, as well 
as Jewes and Chriſtians, underſtood 
by Tartarus, that ſure is aplace of 
ſuftering after death. 3'y. Becauſe 
though there be no further men- 
tion then . of the privative part of 
Hell, in the Zp& wy oxd)s, yet 4n the 
other places of the N. T. where the 
fame is mentioned under the name 
of 45» Tregy Fxo7s , the witer or utmoſt 
darkneſs, the fartheſt receſſion from 
Iightſome or blisfull life imagina- 
ble, there is joyned with it wee- 
Ping and gnaſhing of Tecth , Matt, 
8.12, and 22,13. and 25.30, which 
ſufficiently differenceth it from the 
aotion for death: 

As for the places in the Revels. 
t40n,it is granted to be reaſonable to 
interpret them according to pro- 
phetick ſtyle, and not exat them 
to ſtrict /4teral interpretation ac« 
cordingly as 7er, 7, 20. and 1/.34 
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4.7 0. fignifte utter final weſtations, 
(aS appeares by their ſmoak going 
up for ever and ever, lying waſt 
and none paſiing through it ,. from 
generation to generation, for ever 
and ever, and the not quenching of 
Gods wrath, but burning «por man 
and upon beai#) lo where the like 
circumſtances either inforce, or but 
incline, the interpretation of paſla- 
ges in the Revelation, I ſhall make 
no ſcruple to yield, as Revel.18,18. 
ſpeaking there of the ruine of B« 
bylon 'tis moſt reaſonable to in. 
terpret -to that ſence the ſmoak 
of her burning, by her meaning 
that great Cy. in the end of the 
verſe, and ſo again chap. 19,3. her 
ſmoak roſe up for ever and ever, 
Heathen Rome was deſtroyed , {o- 
as never to be rebuilt again; there 
is nothing in the context's that in» 


then 
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then for Rev.l4.9,10,11, I cannat 
thus yield. There, to deter all 
from yielding ro Idolatry in the 
leaſt degree, worſhipping the beaſt 
and his image &c. the intermina« 
tion goes out thus, if any man 
fhatl do thus verl. 9. the ſame ſhall 
arink &c, verſ. 10, where the 
bitter wine of God mixt, unmixt in 


the cup of his wrath, is properly 


ſuch a vengeance as hath 1. No 
mixture or allay of mercy. 2.All the 
embittering ſpices added to ir, and 


fo = ſignifies deprivation of life ' 


and all that is precious here, and 
very much more of b:tterneſs after 
it. And this is further inforced 
by their being (not conſumed) but 
tormented with Fire and Brim= 


fone (not here as Sodom was inthe 


preſence of men, but) in the pre- 
fence of the Holy Angels, and inthe 


Preſence of the Lamb. j, e- by the. '| 
LR 
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ſentence of Chriſt with his aſſem- 
bly of Angels in judgment, and 
ſo verſ.1 1. the ſmoak (not ſimply as 
Rev, 19. 3. nor of their burning 
or conſuming as in 7ſay it was, 
but ) of their torment aſcendeth 
up for ever and ever ; and they 
have no reſt day nor night ( quite 
contrary to death wherevy men 
reſt from their laboars , and to 


annihilation auch more , which is 


« ' OmrRev.13-g.hikk.) that they were, 


IN 


a perfect ceſlation and that eter- 
nal, as oppoſite as was poſſible to 
having no reſt day nor night) fo 
chap. 19.20, where 'tis (aid of the 
beaſt—and the falſe prophet, the 
Roman Idolatry and Magick &C. 
(i.e. ) the eminent ſupporters of 
the former by Magick and auguries, 
the principal factors for the hol- 
ding up the Heathen Wotſhip, 
Apollonius Tyanaus 8c, (See note 
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caſt alive into a Lake burnine with 
Fire and Brimſtone, the meaning 
in all reaſon muſt be , that they 
were from this life ſentenced to 
be caſt into exquiſite tormeats , 


not that they were utterly de- 
ſtroy'd or conſumed, bur as infal- 
libly removed to that place of Tor- 
ments, as if they had gon down 
quick Bodies and Soules together 
into Hell. 

Here indeed is nothing ſaid of 
the perpetuity of thoſe Torments, 
but that is expreſly ſet down chap. 
20.10, Not only as far as concernes 
the Divel that was to bear them 
company, and was caſt into the Lake 
where they are (which by the way 
mult either inferre that the D#vels 
who are not deemed to enter on 
their tull puniſhment rill the day 
of Doom, ſhall then alſo be annihi- 
lated, or that the wicked =_—_ 
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then in the (anie condition with 
the Dzvels (hall not be conſumed 


or annihilaced ) but particularly as 
to them brouvidioyrat the Beaſt and 
the Prophet ſhall be tormented for 
ever and ever. And if you ſhall 
demand, why I ſaid aoc this thus 
particularly in the Paraphraſe and 
Annotations on the places of the 
Revelation? I anſwer that it was 
not agreeable to my d:ſizu on that 
Book, which was only to ſet down 
the grand lines and branches of 
that oblcure Prophetick Writing, 
and not more nicely to deſcend to 

every minute expreſſion in it, 
Where it is ſaid pag. 12. /.8, 
That to apply any paſlages in the 
Revel. ro that which is to follow 
after the laſt judgment, 1s not ſo 
Prophetical and therefore not {0 
probable a ſence I anſwer that 
als that 1s f#ture (as ſurely all that 
followes 
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followes the laſt judgment is) may 
well be ingredient in a Prophecy 
and ſo in this probably enough, 
if either ſpeaking of vengeance on 
wicked men this be added over and 
above their viſible portion ( for 
that ſure is very fit in a Chriian 
Prophecy, when wicked men ofc 
thrive very proſperouſly here, *cill 
the day. of full iniquity and their 
accounts comes, and then they ae 
oft but as other men, and would 
not -deterr any man from follow- 
ing their ſteps, if we were not ad- 
moniſht thar after death they maſt 
meet with a diſmal Portion ) or 
ſpeaking of the end of the World 
and the day of doom, the ſeveral 
allotments of men be there ſeiſo- 
nably mention'd alſo, as we ſee it is 
in Rev. 20,12,131415. 

As for the laſt reſerve, that if 
the puniſhment here deſcribed beeo, 
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( be —_— of that which fol- 
lowes the /aff Fudement,. yet no 
expreſſion ed ——_ {f thoſe 
Texts doth neceflarily fignifie an 
| 2bſolute eternity of politive Tor- 
| ments; I anſwer that undoubtedly 
| fomedo. Linſtancein Rew.20.10: 
as it hath been tormerly inlarged 
on, (ay ana night for ever and ever 
| expreſſeth an abſolute eternity , 
| as much as any words of man can 
; 003 Camp yimy?) d) doth plainly denote 
| poſitive torments, and referring pe» 
| culiarly toa rack, doth thereby de- 
; . note the kind of poſitive torments 
* | to be ſuch, as are not deſigned to 
| | ending thelife, but to continuing it 
L | inpreat paines, for ſo we know the 
Rack is among men. 
| Naw for the exceptions to Rev. 
20.10. I muſt adde ſomewhar. 
1. 'tis ſuggeſted that that ſeems 
por to be ſpoken of the /aff final 
/ 


judgment. 
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judement. I grant it is not, but of 
the houre of death, whereon I ſup- 
poſe thoſe wicked mens Soules 
caſt into the Fire ot Hell, and ne- 
ver reſcued from thence, t1]] Body 
and Soul together at the day of. 
doom being joyned in thoſe tor- 
ments , they are ſhut up thither to 
all eternity. Seconaly, 'Tis ſug- | 
geſted thar it ſeems not to be meant | 
of Hell (i.e.) Gehenna , into which | 
none were ever caſt alive i. e. be- 
fore the firſt death. To this I an- 
wer, that to be ca# alive into Hell | 
is 2 phraſe like to that of goivg 
down quick into Hell, uſed of them 
whom the earth {wallowed up. 
Wherein *cis more then poſſible 
that ſuch notorious ſinners might 
g0, Bodics and Soules together,t» 
Hell, without any previous ſepara- 
tion by death; by the ſame axalogy 
whereby we believe that En9chane, 
Elias* 
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Elias went up, bodies and {ouls, in- 
to heaven without ſeeing death 
and whereby we believe the ſame 
of thoſe that ſhall be found alive at 
Chriſt's coming, both wicked and 


| Godly. But then, ſecondly, if this 
| benot certain enough to be adhe« 
| xed to, then the phraſe will ſignify 
| as ſudaenly and really to be caſt into 
| thoſe Flames, and there to be tor- 
' mented, as they couid be imagin'd 
| £0be, if bodies and ſouls rogether, 
| they ſhould be caſt alive thither) 


and ſo this is a dire prejudice to 
the ſlcep:ng of their ſouls, or recei- 
ving any interval of reſt from their 


-pafſing our of this /ife, and their 


entring into the torments of hell, 
Of the places in the Apocalypſe 
ſome things are added, to the ta- 
king off from their force, Firſt, a 
deſperation of any certain under- 


—— 
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I anſwer, that 'tis but .a panick and } 
popular _ which is the author 
of that deſperation, and keeping 
men from the ſtudy of it, makes it 
neceſlarily unintelligible; whereas 
Firſt, there be many repeted paſl- 
ſages of Chriſt in it, deſigned on 
Ppurpole to excite men to the ſtu- 
dying of it. Secondly, there are 
evident charafers, which ſerve as | 
keyes to the underſtanding ot it, and 
nothing but the ſeeking and fancy- 
ing depths and myſteries in it, hath 
made it ſo myſterious: the mea- 
ning neareſt to literal, and ſuch, as 
by comparing it with other pro- 
phecies, _—_ to be the one pro- 
pherical fgnification of each paſ- 
ſage, will be found to be the trueſt; 
and they that ſtrein higher,and ſeek 
farther off, to find what was never 
intended by the #ſpirer, or the 4- 
manuenſis, are the men that Hive. 
made | 
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ad ) made this Prophecy obſcure, which 
or | wouldotherwiſe be as perſpicuous 
12 | aSanyone of the greater Prophets 
it | of the Old Teftament. Secondly , 
as | when 'tis ſuggeſted, that the places 
(- | for interminable paines are but two 
n | orthree, and thoſe oppoſed to as 
1- | many hundreds, which are to be 
re | alleaged againſt this ſence; I an- 
5 | {wer, that as few or as many as 

they are, (it matters not for num- 
7- | ber, one «ffirmation of God's will 
h | eſtabliſh a truth) Firſ?, they accord 
- | with many others in writings not 
Ss | obſcure or prophetick. Secondly, 
)- | there is no one (much leſs many 
» | hundreds) producible to the con- 
- | trary ſence, as hath hitherto appea- 
z | redby examining all ſuch as were 
k | pretended to be oppoſite, but were 
r | found very reconcileable with the 
- | ſence. Thirdly, when the obſcuri- 
Foe the writer is again mentio- 


ned, 
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ned, that hath been already ſpoken ) 
co on the firſt place, 
Concerning the reaſons which are 
uſed to ſecure the places for eternal 
| life for co fignify that, though eter- 
nal rorments be not allowed to be 
properly eternal, I have lictle to 
ſay, becauſe I tully acknowledg | 
that importance of the word eter= | 
»al, whether to blifſe or wo. And | 
I think it hath already appeared, 
that there are not theſe reaſons of 
difference berween them as now 
are mentioned. For, firſt,as there 
are no texts in the Goſpel which 
ſeem tooppoſe the abſolute ſence 
of eternity in the promiſes, ſo 
thoſe that were thoughe to ſeem C 
to oppole the abſvlute eternity of | " 
the threats, having been brought 
to tryal have been found very light; ſe 
and, ſecondly, the doctrine of eter- tl 
nal torments truly ſtated and my 
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dicated from the miſtakes by men 
introduced into the dotiine, hath 
appeared moſt credible alſo to thoſe 
that believe the Goſpel; and as ne- 
ceſlary to God's juſtice as he is Re- 
or of the Univerſe, and as agree- 
able to his goodneſs, who earne- 
ſtly averts their dying that will 
needs dy, as the eternal promiſes 
are reconcileable to all the attri. 
butes of God, Thirdly , that as 
there are negatives that irrefragae 
bly confirme the truth of che arti- 
cle concerning eternal life, ſo there 
are affirmatives and negatives both 
(each is therefore is not quenched) 
that as irrefragably eſtabliſh the 
truth of the doctrine of eternal tor- 
ments. As for the Philoſophical 
doQrine of the immortality of the 
ſoul, I yield it can import no more, 
then either its not being corrupti- 

lefrom any outward principles, 
aor 
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nor deſtructible from any cteated 
power; 1 yield it (for all that)de- 
Krucible by God, but have for- 
merly -anſwered how that place 
HMat,io0.28. hath nothing to do 
with his will or purpoſe to annihi- 
late it, | 

Laſtly, as for tradition, as that 
ſignifies the ſufrages of all the men 


in the world, Heathens of all ſorts, © 


7ews of all ſets, Mahometans, Chr. 
ſtians heretical as well as orthodox, 
it matters not though this doctrine 
be not deduced by ſuch abſolutely 
univerſal tradition. I yield that 
many Heathens there were that be- 
licwved it not, that the $adduces de- 
nyed it, that the 7ews now adaies 
care for none but themſelves, and 
ſo make no. proviſion for other 
men, that there have been Origeniſt 
Hereticks, and ſome (ach as AMu- 
guſtine mentions Enchir: c, 12.4 


—— 
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civit: Dei. l,21, cap. 17, 18. (tis no 
newes that there ſhould have been 
falfe teachers and believers in the 
world.) But that Asgs/t;ne, who 
is confeſt frequently to aſſert the 
docrine, and frequently to defend 
it againſt adverſaries, ſhould yer be 
believed to doubt, lib.de ſerm, Dom. 
is mont.tom-4 ſuper Mat 5.25.26. 
I am not apt to give heed to it. 
Beczuſe,fir fit the lame Auguſtine 
ſhould be lo «ncertain and uncon- 
ſtant, he were little worth heediog 


| on either fide. Seconaly, there 
would be reaſon to reſolve, that 


the place, where the doubting is 
found, was either not written by 
him, who wrot elſewhere ſo contra- 
rily, or were written by him before 
he had competently conſidered the 
grounds, whereon afterwards he 
eſtabliſheth his acknowledgments 


© ame truth. But the truth is, I 


G diſcera 
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diſcern not how thoſe words [ »e- 
que ita hoc dixerim , ut dilteentio- 
rem tractationem videar ademiſſe, 
de penis peccatorum quomodo in 
Sacris dicantur aterne] ſhould 
be interpreted, ſo as to expreſs him 
a doabter in this matter. In other 
circumſtances he might well give 
men liberty of expreſion, yet him- 
ſelt never have the leaſt ſuſpicion 
or donbt of the trath of the 
main Article, It remains there» 
fore that the Scripture, as that hath 
been found conſonant and agreea- 
ble toall other places of its elf, 
and as it hath been interpreted by 
all learned Orthodox men of all 
ages, and as from the Apo#lcs time 
ro this day their doQtrine hath been 
delivered down in the Creed of the 
Apoſtles , and other occaſional 
explications thereof , doth as evi- 


deatly affirm the eternity os 


Q * ww i » V 
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| receive all Catholick Tradition , 
| truly ſocall'd, as that includes the 
; writings and preachings of the 4- 


again, and ſo take my leave of this 
$7 and my chazr together,and by 
_ _ - 
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.torments of the wicked on the one 
fide, as the eternity of the joyes and 
bliſs of the Godly on the other 
{1de; and that as far as the Carhol;ck 
Church in all ages hath extended, 
in oppoſition to the hererodox and 
heretical, ſo far the tradition of 
this Article for eternal pains is uni- 
verſal, and therefore in no reaſon 
to be doubted of by a meek Son 
of this perſecuted Church, which 
profeſſeth readily and uniformly to 


poftles. Having gone thus far, and 
at laſt arrived to the concluſion, in 
the ſame poſture (with ſome inter- 
miſſions) of the Chair , wherein 
the Gout hid tal!ned me; I now 
find the uſe of my foot return'd 


2 the 
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the length of it ſuppoſe I bave 
your full leave ſo to do» When 
you have ſurvey'd it as deliberately 
as you deſire, I defire that you will 
return mine ws to me, not weigh- 
ing too ſeverely what was written 
thus haſtily. But remember, if any 
one text of Scripture, or teſtifica- 
tion of the Churches ſence of all 
times (including the Apoſtles) be 
producible, it 1s ſufficient for the 
eſtabliſhing this 7rth, though .ma- 
ny paſſages produced, or defences 
made for the farther confirming of 
it, ſhould not be found rigorouſly 
Concludent or Demonſtrative . 


The God of Heaven, Author of all | 
Grace and Truth be now and ever | 


with you. 
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EEE your account of the 


2 eternity of infernal 
A puniſhments you make 
PxXoay hem conſiſt in the 
perſevering appetition 
and awerſation of thoſe things (then 
zmpoſ1ble to be obteined or avore 
ded) which formerly in via men 
have deſired and averted, To this 
ſtating of this matter much whar 
the like with S* Ken: Dzgbres and 
M- phites., I have more to obje&t 
hen is fit for a Letter. Some few 
heads of Exceptions I ſhall briefly 
notetoyou. Firſt, I ſee not how 


WW" agrees with the zature of the 
R G 3 judement 
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Judement to come: the giving and 
executing a ſentence upon wicked 
men, This we are every where 
taught in Scripture and our Creed: 
Pur your ſtating, which only leaves 
men with thoſe deſeres and averſe 
0ns viherein they lived here, and ſo 
die, without ſentencing them to 
any other puniſhment but what 
they thus bring withchem, and ſo 
is already inflicted on them, and 
needs no Devils to execute it,leems 
not reconcileable herewith. See 
coudly, the Matter of this ſentence 
is expreſl'd in Scripture to be a 
lake of Fire and Brimſtone , into 
which they are caſt, which muſt be 
avery ſtrange figurative expreſſi- 
on, it it ſignify no more then their 
own woluntary atts , appetitions, 
and averſations. Thirdly, it is ma- 
nifeſt, that thoſe diſeaſes which 


Precede many Men's aeaths, "OA 
change \ 
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change their appertitions and aver- 


ſations. The luxurious Man on his 
{ick Bed hath not thoſe vehemenc 
deſires of Weomen, delicate meats, 
ec. which he had in his health - 


' Why then ſhould I think that af- 
| ter Death his appetites. of what he 
| defir'd #nw44, viz, in his life and 
health, ſhould continue to him? 


Nay, 4. When Souls are diveſted 
of thoſe Bodies which were the ne= 
ceſtary Inſtruments, and alſo the 
fomenters of thoſe carnall fins; and 
again when the body before its re- 
union is ſo chang'd as not to be 
fuſtein'd, as i» w44 it is by eating 
and drinking, 'tis not imaginable 
it ſhonld retain thoſe natural de- 
fires which # via it had: And 
when they no more marry in Hel 
then Heaven , and are as equal to 
evill Angels, as the Saints in 
eaven are to good ones, and the 

G 4 natural 
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natural end of all carnal deſires 
Cealing; it IS not imaginable God 
thould continue thoſe defires ro 
them for ever. Or if any ſhould 
fo conceive , many ſtrange wild 
conſequences unfit to name, would 
be equally probable & equally 
unimaginable. 5. By this ſtating , 
the /ofſe of Heaven will trom bence 
only be penal, that Mea deſir'd 
Heaven zz v4.4, or judg'd it fit to 
be, delired, And if (o, it will be 
no puniſhment to them that never 
thought ofic ar all, as #nfidels, or 
deſpiſed it ( as they did all ſpiri- 
tuall joyes, and chought it not 
worth deſiring) as they that placed 
all cheir appetites on carnall and ma- 
terial pleaſures z which are the 
wotſt {ort of men, whoin conſe- 
quence hereunto mult be leaſt pu- 
niſht in Hell pena dammns. 


Having 
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Having ſaid thus much againſt 
your Scheme, I owe my ſelf the 


d pains of adding a word or too for 
F the defence of the way that I have 
4 us'd in the PradZical Catechiſme, 
Fr viz. by conſidering the option gt. 
ven to us by God, wherein you 
, ſeem to me not to have obſerv'd 
? } that, on which the chiefe weight 
; - my account was delign'd to 
ie, | 
, | That God propos'd to Men /i/z 
- f and death, bleſſing and curſing , 
- | eternal joyes and eternall paines, 
c as the ReiFor of the Univerſe; L 
I take tor granted; and ſo do you, 2s 
| an Article of our Faith: So that 
| | of the an {it the queſtion is not, 


| but conſidering the tranſitory ſhore 
| pleaſures of ſin, the onely queſtion 
is, How eternal paines are with 
any juſtice proportion'd to then :. 
ind tg that the anſwer is, Not 
G5 that. 
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that they are proportion'd to them, 
but that there is mo need they 
thould be, becauſe God having pro- { 
pos'd the joyes of Heaven, and | 
[much more) immunity from theſe 
paines upon termes put abſolute- 
Iy in our power, it is meerly our 
own fault, not imputable to the 
decree of God, if we fall under thoſe 
hardeſt paines, The extremity of 
which was primarily deſign'd, as 
by all prudent Zaweivers puniſh- 
ments are, to deter men from thoſe 
fins which are fenced with ſo thor- 
ny an hedge; not that they may be 
inflited on any, but that all may 
be kept innocent: and in this ſence 
*is ordinarily obſerv'd, that the 
everlaſfing Fire which is threatned 
men, was prepar'd for the Devil 
and his Azge/s, Yet when ſuch 
threats are entred into thoſe /awes, 


whereby the Univerſe is __ 
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h it is juſt and reaſotiable that they 

Y ſhould be alſo actually perform'd 

1 | on the diſobedient : elſe ic were 

- | as good, nay better to all political 

- ends , that they had never been 
made or promulgate. And if ſtill, 
when they come to be i»flifed , 
they appear to be hard, or above 
the proportion of the offence, there 
are yet other wayes of ſuperſeding 
that exception befide the eyacua- 
ting the decree: viz. The ſeveral 
branches, of the 2m/z«'s all which 
the Goſpel hath provided in this 
matter,» « 

Firſt, That thoſe which wee 
could not ( either by Phyſical or 
moral poſſibility) avoid, ſhould nor 
be charg'd upon us to this cons 

| demnation, as 0r7g7nal finne; finnes 
of Weakneſſe, Ignorance, ſudden ſur- 
priſe, [ndeliber ation, &c. 


3 Þ mw 
e\L Secondly, 


1 
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Seconaly , That know deliberate 
voluntary fignes, iftimely retracted 
by repentance, Humiliation, Confeſ- 
fion, change of mind ſhall nor fall 
under it. | 

Thirdly, That God gives ſut- 
ficient grace to avoid all willtul 
fin, and again ſufficient grace to 
repent, when it hath been commir- 
red; and inflis it not till he ſees 
men go on obſtinately, and rhar 
they will not repent. 

Fourthly, That he calls,and warns, 
and zmportunes them to conſul 
their own ſafety, to make uſe of 
his e-ace timely , and' not obſti- 
nately to harden their hearts a- 
gainſt their own mercy, and ſo to 
periſhin deſpight of mercy. 

Fifily, That he offers not only 
aeliverance from: theſe torments , 
but over and above, eternal joyes. 


upon ſo eaſy termes of ſo mon | 


gerate 
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derate nay defireable performances, 
chat they which will negle& ſo 
great Salvation propos'dto them, 
with ſo many advantages and con- 
currence of all rational] motives g 
and finally make ſo mad a choice 
as to take Hell as it were by vie- 
tence, cannot but be thought wor- 
thy to take their portion in that lake 
be it never ſo punitive and endleſs- 
Becauſe though in reſpect oft thar 
one finne ( the ſhort pleaſure thae 
comes in to them by ſ compar'd 
with intenſive endlefle flames ) 
there is no proportion, Yet 1. In 
reſpect of their obſtz»acy and un- 
excuſablenefle. 2, In reſpeR of 
God's tenderxe(ſſe, uſing all wiſe 
means of moderating the rigour of 
bis Law by the Goſpel (though 
not by utter abrogating his Lawes, 
which becomes nor either a juſt or 


Uni- 


Ar 
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Univerſe) 2ll ſhew of Injuſtice is 
remov'd : particularly by the ſe- 
cond taken alone, ( much more in 
union with the firſt and third) the 
rule being owned by all rationall 
men wolenti non fit injuria, be the 
evill never fo great, *tis juſt they 
ſhould have ic, thar finally make it 
their choice, ( ſo doth the perſeve- 
ring Impenitent ) and that not only 
an haſty paſhonate choice as Ne- 
ro's Mother's, Occidat modo im- 
peret, ( which yet Hiſtorians ob- 
ſerve to have brought her death 
juſtly upon her) but a delzberare, 


ſtanch, obſtinate conſtant chozce , 


when their Creatur,and Redeemer, 
and Sanifyer have us'd all pru- 
dent probable meanes to gaine 
them to better countels and choi- 
ces, but all ia vain, they die becauſe 
they will die: When yet they 


are oft warn'd ( and expoſtulatewe 


with) 
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with) of the irrationalneſſe of thar 
will or choice. *Tis true, when 
they come to ſuffer their owa 
choices , they are far from liking 
them (as Xiphilin oblerv'd of Ne- 
roe's Mother in the foremention'd 
caſe) and then 'cis likely would 
fly from them, call to the moun- 
taines to cover them from the wrath 
of the Lamb: But their choices 
being primarily terminated in the 
pleaſant ſinnes, and but confequene 


. tially in the paines annexe4J to them 


by God's Law, *twill be as unrea- 
ſonable that they which have cho- 
ſen the former ſhould be freed 
from the latter, as that he that 
hath bought a Commoa;ty at a price, 
and bound himſelf to a day of pay- 
ment, ſhould, after he hath enjoy'd 
and ſpent the Commodity, be ex- 
cus'd from paying ghe przce of it by 


perending it was not really worth 


{0 
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ſo much, when it appears by his 
bargaine that he himſelf thus valu- 
ed ir, and willingly took it at this 
price, and hath now chang'd his 
mind on no other confideration, 
but becauſe the enjoyment, for 
which alone he valued it, 1s paſt, 
and none but the payment behind, 
which confider'd by it felf, every 
man acknowledges to be the un- 
grateful part; and ſo he did when 
yet on intuition of che more plea- 
fant he made choice ot it. 

I h:ve thus far enlarg'd to give 
you a clearer view of the force of 
the option in this matter, then I 
can diicerne you to have had of it; 
and conſequently to ſhew you the 
inſufficiency ot the reaſon on which 
you reject it, when you ſay, that 
upon this Hyporheſis it ſhould ſeem 
to be concluded, that eternal life 


1s owing to Piety ex juſtitia, Bug | 
cx 
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| to this I reply: 1. That it were 
| No newes from S* Paul's words 
| [That God the righteous Fudge ſhall 
| gtve the Crown of ri br to 

| all that keep the faith &c. } to 
conclude that that Crown is ſome 
way due to Piety ex juſtitia, But 
then Secondly, My Argument 
| from the option hath no leaſt need 
| of ſoafhrming, but becomes much 
the ſtronger the lefſe thar be af- 
firmd; For the le rewardable 
in it ſelfe our Piety is, the more 
mercy and ſuperabundant goodneſle 
it is in God thus to decree the re- 
warding it; and the more #ndeſerv'd 
that AZercy, and the eaſter the con» 
dition of it, the more Criminomws 1s 
- | the guilt of thoſe thar deſpiſe and 

| contemne it, and prefer fin, and im- 
| Penitence, and eternal ceath before 
| it. 
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\ Of Faith and Works. 


E222 F. that ſaith with S* Pavl, 
Self aman #& juſtificd by faith 
31Y & and not by works, and to 
"2D reconcile St Zames with 
Se Paul, affirms, that good works are 
the effe# of true faith, means either 
that true faith,where e're it is,is able 
to produce good works, though it 
do not alwaies actually produce 
them; or elſe, that it azaly and 
neceſlarily produceth them, Tt the 

former be his meaning, then I con- 
ceive it true in ſome degree, bur 
not pertinent to his purpoſe of re- 
conciling St. Fames with St. Paul, 
becauſe taith may be able to pro- 
| duce 


DT 
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duce them, and yet never actually 
produceth them; and ſo the man 
that is ſuppoſed to be juſtiffied by 
faith, never be able ro ſhew his 
works, which St. 7ames requires of 
him, and conſequently his faith be 
2 acad faith, i, e. not able to juſtify. 
But if the /atter be his meaning; 
that true faith, whereſoever it is, 
actually and neceſlarily produceth 
g00d. workes, I conceive it falſe; 
yet can [ nor diſpute againſt him in 
thoſe termes, by inſtancing in any 


particular to the contrary, Becauſe * | 


he hath a guard or hold tor himſelf 
to fortify him againſt any aſſaulr, 
by affirming to any ſuch inſtance of 
mine, where good workes were 
not produced, that that faith was 
not true faith , which yer it he 
thould be put to. prove, he would 
have no other reaſon to confirm 
it, bnt only becauſe it producerh 
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not good works; being ready, if it 
did produce good works, to ac- 
knowledg it true faith; which how 
guilty it is of thoſe two faults in 
diſputing, circulus and petitio prin- 
cipiz, I think is manifeſt ro any. Yer 
being by this Soph:ſm of his incer- 
dicted this way of proceed:ng, I 
have but one way of arguing left 
mes firſt, to demand his definition 
of true faith, and whatioever defi- 
nition he gives, to prove that faith; 
in that notion of his, is the cauſe of 
g00d works, atthe moſt, but as a 
man is the caule of a child, a true 
perfect, univocal cauſe of the effect, 
when the efteR is produced; bat 
yet ſuch a one , as might have ſu- 
ſpended that action, by which it 
was produced, and ſo might have 
been as truly a man without the 
aQual producing of that effect, as 
he is now, he hath produced it: thar 

5, 
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is, that faith is a rational or moral, { 
not natural agent, working freely,. 
not neceſſarily, | 
To bring this operation to pra- 
Ciſe, I will ſuppoſe this definition 
of faith to be given me (which by, | 
them that affirm good works to be { 
an effect of fatth is ordinarily given) | 
that it & a fiducial aſſent to the pro« | 
miſes of Chriſt. Where that I may * 
not miſtake him, I muſt firſt de- 
mand, whether he conceives rheſe 
promiſes, which are the objeR of 
his faith, to be abſo/nte, or conditio- 
nal, It he afirm them abſolute, 
made to mens perſons, or individu- 
al Entityes,without reſpe& to their 
qualifications or demeanors , then 
jurely that faith, which ſuppoſerh 
all kind of qualifications of the 
ſubj:& fo unneerſſary, Will never 
ſo much as move me to produce 


good works, becauſe I may as went 
e 
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be ſaved without them, the promi- 
fes being ſuppoſed without condi- 
tion; and therefore he that affirn;s 
good works to avail nothing in the 
buſineſs 'of attaining to ſalvation, 
cannof, without contradicting him- 
ſelf, ſay, that his faith muſt neceſsa- 
rily produce good works, if it be 2 
ſaving taich: tor (ure all that nece(- 
fity proceeds from a believing, that 
without good works there 15 no ſal- 
ation tobe had; which it it benor 
believed, that necefſicy ceaſeth. 
But it he afhirm the promiſes, which 
are the object of his fatth, to be 
conditional, then I muſt ask, what 
he takes this condition to be, either 
faith alone, or good works alone, or 
faith and good works together: if 
faithalone, then (beſide the ridicu- 
louſneſs of that, in making the b:. 
lieving that I thall be ſeved, the 
only ground of my belzewing 1 thall 
| H. be 
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be ſaved) the former inconveni- 
Ence recurrs again, that that fazth 
which ſuppoſeth faith only to be a 
condition of the promiſes, will find 
good works as #wxeceſsary, as that 
taith which ſuppoſ'd the promiſes 
to be abſolute, and ſo will never in- 
cline me to them neither, It he 
afhrm the condition of the promiſes 
to be.good works alone (1 mean by 
good works all other graces befides 


faith , contrition, amendment of 


lite, charity. holyn:ſſe &c.) then he 
acknowledgeth , that theſe good 
works are of themſelves ftimply 
requir'd of a man that is, or will be 
a believer; and ſo that they are no 
neceſlary effe&# of faith, for if they 


were,lt would be enough to require. 


faith alone, and they would un- 
doudtedly follow without requi- 
ring. -ForI conceive it ridiculous 
£0 make tlie condtion of an Index- 

| ture 
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| ture ſomething that is neceſſarily 
annext to the poſffeſſton of the 
demiſe. It he affirm ſaith and go2d 
works neither fingle, but both ro- 
gether to b2 the toral adzquare 
conlition of the promiſes, whict 
St. Paul calls faith conſummate by 
charity , St. Fames, faith made per= 
feet by works, St. Paul again viut 
m2; (which certainly is the 7r«t/) 
then firſt I muſt admoniſh him, rthar 
| his fiducial aſſent, by which he de- 
| fines faith, muſt nor ſignify a be- 
leving with relzance, that he is one 
| of them that thaſi be partakers of 
what is promiſed, which they are 
wont to call ſpecial faich, or parti- 
cular application, for that mult ei- 
ther ſuppoſe them to have perfor = 
med the condition, and fo good 
works in them (yea and faith) muſt 
be before faith; or elſeir is the be- 
lievine confidently of a lye, it be- 
H 2 
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ing abſolutely falſe, that the thing 
promiſed belongs to any that hath 
not performed the condition. 

Bat his fiducial ſcar, it it be a 
tolerable definition of faith , muſt 
be (anfwerable to the promiſes) on- 
ly this, a believing and rcl/5ize con- 
ditional; that he ſhall be parraker 
of whar is promiſed, that is, a belie- 
wVing (and depending on it)that God 
will nor fil him, it he fail not God! 
chit God will give him heaven, if 
he perform {1ncere obedzence, and 
rely upon the gift of Chr7ft, not on 
any merit of his obedience tor the 
attaining of it. Now to ſay the 
truth, this - fducial aſſent thus ex- 
pref(s'd (and none but this) may tru. 
ly be affirm'd to be a moſt power- 
ful motive to me to produce good 
works; but then it is as true, chat it is 
zS powerful a motive to me torely 
oa the gitt of Chriſt, and fo in that 

reſpect 
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reſpect faith may be ſaid to produce 
good works, faith may alſo be ſaid 
to produce that which they call 
faith, 1,e. the believing, that jf I 0- 
bey and rely, I (hall be ſaved, is a 
- motive thus to produce aRtual re- 

Iyingz and in this ſence I will ac- 
knowledg both (if he, with whom IL 
diſpute, will thank me for it.) But 
thea, ſecondly, ir follows not thar 
that which is a powerful motive, is 2 
cauſe neceſſarily producing, becauſe 
that motive is but a moral motive, 
perſwading not enforcing, and man 
by corruption, or by ſome 
prevailing temptation may reſt 
that motive, and I think 'rwould be 
no Paradox to ſay, that ſome men 
have made no doubt of the truth of 
God's conditional promiſes, 1. e. 
have verily perſwaded themſelves, 
chat if they ſerved God fincerely , 
they ſhall be ſaved, and yer quire 
| H 3 neglected 
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neeletfed God's ſervice: and if it be 
objected, that they want the fiduci- 
all, though they have the aſcerr, 
and that it they had the affiance, 
they would afluredly produce 200d 
works, Taniwer, that by that affi- 
ance they mean either abſolute «ſ- 
furance that they ſhall be ſaved, 
(and thar, if it be noc anerror, ſap- 
poſeth good works, if it be, produ- 
ceth them not) or elſe a condicio- 
nal af:azce; and then again I affirm 
of that, that it is no more then whar 
I expreſt by -making no manner of 
doubt, but it they ſerve God fincere- 
ly, they ſhall be ſaved, which 
_ thoughlI believeto be a moſt power- 
ful motive to obedience, yer | con. 
ceive not a zeceſſary irreſiſtible 
caxſe, (becaule *tis only a morgl 
motive) nay. nor that that alwaies 
produceth the effet, Firſt, be- 
cauſe the fooliſh vireins had as _ 
(0 
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of this as the wile, for ought we ſees 
and after the door is ſhut come as 
confidently, Lord Lord open to 14,8: 
yet it ſeems did not watch and make 
ready their Lamps, which was the 
act of obedience requir'd of them 
and the want of it forfeited their 
hopes: 2. Becauſe the unprofitae 
ble ſervant that profeſſeth he knew 
that God reaped where he [owed not, 
yet hia the Talent in a Napkin, pur 
it not out to the exchangers, 3. Be- 
cauſe the exhortations of Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles are generally to 
good works, as well as to faith, nay 
much more frequently , which ar- 
gues to me that faith doth not ne- 
ceſlarily produce good works, and 
they that are ſuppoſed to have 
faith are exhorted to adade to their 
faith wirtue, 2.Pet. 1.5. Which (if 
Faith were a neceſſary cauſe of 


Works) were all one as to __ 
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the Fire to burne, the Water to 
moyſten 8c. 4. Becauſe there is 
a difference oblerved in Scripture 
between a working and a non wor- 
king Faith, and the priviledges are 
beſtowed only on the firſt, by 
which it is plain, that it is poſſible 
for it not to worke. 5, Becauſe 
faith is (aid to be made perfect by 
works Jam. 2. 22. which ſure an 
agent cannot be ſaid to be by pro- 
ducing an effz&t, which ir cannor 
but produce; as the at of Humetta. 
tion adds no degree of perfeftion 
to the water, Nay 'tis a general 
rule, that the producing of what 
effect ſoever adis no perfeRtion 
to the cauſe, {ave only relative; as 
the begetting of 4 Soxe adds only 
the relation of a Father , but no- 
thing elſe more then he was be- 
fore, it rather ſuppoſeth him per- 
feR before, which is the importance 
. of 
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of the Logick axiom , effeFus eff 
extranattram cauſe. All that can 
truly and in propriety of ſpeech 
be ſaid of Faith in this matter , is 
this; that Faith is {o ſtrong a mo- 
tive tO obedience, that it it be drawn 
:S a Weapon to the purpoſe, and 
uſed as it ſhould, it would in reaſon 
out- ballance all the contrary temp- 
tations to diſobedience: & if thew//, 
which hath the caſting voice, give 
its (uffrage, as in 7eaſoit ought, 
it ſhajl then inftallibly produce obe 
dience, bur yet not irreſitibly, be- 
cauſe that w:/! being {ſtill a free 
faculty at leaſt to evill , may ate 
ter all the propoſal of mortves 
eicher ſuſpend irs Action, or 
elſe do that which ir ſhould nor. 
For ſure itis an error of Socim to 
affirme ceonttionem rerum pulchra- 
rum aut turpium, quales prater alias 
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rum odium, illarum amorem neccſsa- 
rio etgnere;and that Socrate's ſpeech 
(preſente ſcientia fitri non poſie nt 
quis incontinens fit ) w1s true, with 
this Caution, ut quis ſciat res ho- 
neſtas, eas facientt magnum commo- 
dum allatur as det. diſp. de loco c. 7. 
ad Rom, &in 1 Joh. 4. 8. It by 
amor and oaium he mean proſecutio 
and averſatio, 2s "tis plaine he doth 
by that which followes: For ſure 
Medea was not deceived in her (elf 
when ſhe ſaid, video meliora probog,, 
deteriora ſequor, And ſo many, 
who make no doubt of an Heaven 
to belong to all penitent reformed 
Servants of Chriſts, and that that 
Heaven conteines Joyes above all 
that the World can afford, do yet 
chooſe the pleaſures of fin for the 
preſent ſeaſon; like Ephraim that is 
likened to an heifer that loved to 
tread out the Corn, betook her ſelf to 

that 
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that courſe which for the preſent 
yielded ſome profit ( as the Heifer 
being by the Law then unmuſſel- 
led, might eat as ſhe troad it out) 
that had its reward at that minute, 
that ſhe did the Work. Whence 
is all this ? bur from hence, thar 
the carnal pleaſures of fin for the 
preſent obtaine the conſent of the 
will againſt all the future pleaſures 
and joyes of Heaven, joyn'd with 
the ſowerneſſe of preſent obedi- 
ence; which could never be, if be- 
lieving the promiſes allwaies either 
neceflarily, or infallibly produced 
900d Works. 
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